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Donate Life Rose Parade® Float

The Truth About Organ Donation
1.
If you are in an accident, and the hospital knows that you are
registered as a donor, they will work just as hard save your life.

In the wake of traumatic brain injury, potential donors must be given the most aggressive life-saving treatment in order to be able to be a candidate to donate upon death. The medical team (including the paramedics) treating the patient is completely separate from the transplant team, which is not contacted until the patient has died and the family has consented to donation.

2.
They will not recover your organs before death is declared.

Brain death – that is, when the brain ceases functioning due to lack of blood and oxygen – is a medically, legally and morally accepted determination of death. In California, two licensed physicians must make the diagnosis of brain death before the potential donor’s family is presented with the option to donate.

3.
Famous or wealthy people wait on the list just like everyone else.

UNOS and the country’s transplant centers manage the organ transplant waiting list, a database of all transplant candidates and their medical information including height, weight and blood group. Priority depends on many factors, including urgency of need, length of time waiting, blood type, organ size compatibility, and geographic distance between the donor and candidate. Factors such as race, gender, age, income or celebrity status are never considered when determining who receives an organ.

4.
Almost every major religion supports organ donation.

With the exception of the Shinto in Japan, all organized religions support organ donation, with many considering it as a charitable gift and a matter of individual choice.

5.
The donor’s body is treated with utmost respect.

The body of the donor is treated with great respect throughout the process. Donated organs are removed surgically, in a routine operation similar to abdominal surgery. The patient’s body is closed in a manner that allows for an open-casket funeral.

6.
Donor families do not pay for organ and tissue recovery.

From the time that the family gives consent or is notified that the patient is a registered donor, all donation-related costs are the responsibility of the organ and tissue recovery agency.

7.
Don’t rule yourself out because of age or medical condition.

Acceptable organ donors can range in age from newborns to senior citizens, and there are very few medical conditions that categorically rule out donation. All potential donors are evaluated by medical professionals on a case-by-case basis.

8.
The opportunity to be an actual donor is rare.

Due to the rare combination of manner of death and medical eligibility, the opportunity to donate is a precious one. Less than one percent of all deaths qualify for organ donation, and only about five percent qualify to donate tissue.
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