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I am pleased to introduce the theme and design of the seventh Donate Life float entry in America’s New Year’s Celebration, the 121st Rose Parade.

When we design the float each year, one thing we always keep in mind is the spirit in which the float was conceived. In April of 2001, lung recipient Gary Foxen wrote to the chairman of OneLegacy, the organ and tissue recovery agency serving the greater Los Angeles area. In the letter, he shared his dream of thanking donor families and celebrating the gift of life in the Rose Parade, the third most-watched entertainment event in the world. 

Gary’s dream became a reality on New Year’s Day 2004 as Donate Life made its Rose Parade debut. That first year and every year since, the float committee uses the parade theme as a starting point for creative development. “A Symphony of Life” and it’s metaphorical bridge brought an emotional dimension to the parade theme, “Music Music Music.”

Our second year, the parade theme “Celebrate Family” inspired “Many Families, One Gift”, with eleven family pairings showing that organ and tissue donation saves lives and strengthens families.

In 2006, the parade’s first rain in 50 years didn’t stop us from showing how a life touched by organ, eye and tissue donation is a “Life Transformed”. The float’s 40-foot-long fallen tree with new life springing forth from its shelter supported the parade theme, “It’s Magical”.

In 2007, the parade theme “Our Good Nature” was brought to life with donor family members, living donors, and more than 1,000 dedicated red roses celebrating “Giving From The Heart.” 

In 2008, “Passport To The World’s Celebrations” led Donate Life to new heights as hot air balloons adorned with portraits of deceased donors rose 30 feet into the air.

To the credit of the thousands of volunteers over the years, “Life Takes Flight” captured our first award, the Judges’ Special Trophy for Showmanship and Dramatic Impact.

Last year, the Rose Parade theme “Hats Off to Entertainment” allowed us to present the real-life stars of organ and tissue donation with our breakthrough abstract float design, “Stars of Life”.

Donate Life won a second consecutive award, this time for the prestigious Queen’s Trophy for most effective use of roses in concept, design and execution.
Through our involvement in the Rose Parade, each year the Donate Life message is seen by more than 30 million TV viewers, one million parade spectators, and tens of millions more in 150 countries worldwide. 
But that’s only part of the float campaign’s power to inspire. The Donate Life Rose Parade float is a truly national campaign with representation from two-thirds of the United States last year.
Scores of local media stories follow riders and floragraph families as they make their meaningful pilgrimages to Pasadena. Thanks to the efforts of about 60 official partners each year, more than 1,200 positive news stories about the float and its riders have been placed since 2004.

The 2009 campaign resulted in 308 general market, Latino and Asian media stories nationwide, with more than 200 stories in far-reaching national and regional TV and newspaper outlets.

[OPTIONAL, LA AREA ONLY] Coverage was extensive in the greater Los Angeles area, with more than 100 media stories aired and published in a six-week time span. Notably, Fox 11 sent a helicopter to Rosemont Pavilion to get an aerial shot of the Donate Life float coming out of the barn for float judging.

So what will we offer to the media and the world leading up to New Year’s Day 2010? The theme of the 121st Rose Parade is “2010: A Cut Above the Rest”. The president of the Tournament of Roses that the theme represents how the Tournament strives each year to host a Rose Parade that is better than the last. Likewise, we challenge ourselves to present float entries that are ever more inspiring.

Since our first year in the Rose Parade, Donate Life’s float designs have evolved, becoming increasingly confident and bold. The combination of memorial and spectacle is not an easy balance to reach. As the committee searched for a design that would truly be “a cut above the rest”, we focused on the ultimate symbol of death transformed into life:
The PHOENIX. Commonly called the “firebird”, the phoenix is a mythical creature that, at the end of its life-cycle, builds a nest of twigs that it then ignites; both nest and bird burn fiercely and are reduced to ashes, from which a new, reborn phoenix arises. (CLICK) Egyptian and Greek mythology and cultures over the ages have embedded the phoenix as an archetypal symbol of death and rebirth, (CLICK) astounding in both its beauty (CLICK) and immortal power. (CLICK) The phoenix even found in popular culture, with Harry Potter rescued by the creature’s powerful wings, sharp beak and healing tears. (CLICK) This soaring icon of death transformed into life will truly be “a cut above the rest” as on New Year’s Day 2010…

(CLICK)

NEW LIFE RISES. In Donate Life’s seventh Rose Parade float entry…

… the phoenix rises from a bed of nurturing flames into the sky, representing those who give life in their passing and the people whose lives are renewed through transplantation.

…the phoenix’s tail feathers are adorned with dozens of floragraphs – portraits created with floral materials – depicting loved ones who gave life to those in need. Donor family members from across the country will travel to Pasadena to decorate the images of their loved ones personally.

(CLICK)

The 2010 Donate Life float will feature two elements inspired by the National Donor Memorial, located at the Richmond, Va. headquarters of UNOS, the national organ donation and transplantation network. The memorial honors America’s organ, eye and tissue donors with a 10,000-square-foot memorial garden and a website of tributes to donors.

(CLICK)

The float’s 24 riders will proudly front a replica of the memorial’s Wall of Names running the length of the float, the named individuals representing the diversity of America's donors.

(CLICK)

The planters leading the float are modeled after the memorial’s Wall of Tears, with bricks reading "friend, wife, son, daughter, mother, sister, husband, brother, father“…

…symbolizing the thousands of donors and recipients for whom the roses are dedicated, through the Donate Life Family Circle program, with each rose vial carrying a personal message of love, hope and remembrance.

As “New Life Rises” on New Year’s Day 2010, we hope you will soar with us as together, for a seventh year, we join as a national community to inspire the world to Donate Life.
