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I’m privileged to stand before you today on behalf of the Donate Life Rose Parade Float Committee to introduce the theme and design of the sixth Donate Life float entry in America’s New Year’s Celebration, the Tournament of Roses Parade.

When we create the float each year, one thing we always keep in mind is the spirit in which the float was conceived. In April of 2001, lung recipient Gary Foxen wrote to the chairman of OneLegacy, the organ and tissue recovery agency serving the greater Los Angeles area. In the letter, he shared his dream of thanking donor families and celebrating the gift of life in the Rose Parade, the third most-watched entertainment event in the world. 

Gary’s dream became a reality on New Year’s Day 2004 as Donate Life made its Rose Parade debut. That first year and every year since, the float committee uses the parade theme as a starting point for creative development. “A Symphony of Life” and it’s metaphorical bridge brought an emotional dimension to the parade theme, “Music Music Music.”

Our second year, the parade theme “Celebrate Family” inspired “Many Families, One Gift”, with eleven family pairings showing that organ and tissue donation saves lives and strengthens families.

In 2006, the parade’s first rain in 50 years didn’t stop us from showing how a life touched by organ, eye and tissue donation is a “Life Transformed”. The float’s 40-foot-long fallen tree with new life springing forth from its shelter brought an emotional dimension to the parade theme, “It’s Magical”.

In 2007, the parade theme “Our Good Nature” was brought to life with donor family members, living donors, and more than 1,000 dedicated roses celebrating “Giving From The Heart.” 

This past year, “Passport To The World’s Celebrations” led Donate Life to new heights as hot air balloons adorned with portraits of deceased donors rose 30 feet into the air.

To the credit of the thousands of volunteers who have contributed their time and passion for the Donate Life float, “Life Takes Flight” captured our first award, the Judges’ Special Trophy for Showmanship and Dramatic Impact.
Through our involvement in the Rose Parade, each year the Donate Life message is seen by more than 30 million TV viewers, one million parade spectators, and tens of millions more in 150 countries worldwide. But that’s only part of the float campaign’s power to inspire. Scores of local media stories follow riders and floragraph families as they make their meaningful pilgrimages to Pasadena.

In all, thanks to the efforts of approximately 60 official partners each year, more than 900 positive news stories about the float and its riders have run since 2004, and the number of stories has increased an average of 50 percent each year.

The 2008 campaign resulted in 380 media stories nationwide, with more than double the number of TV news stories, a substantial increase in regional and community newspaper coverage, and continued strong performance in Spanish and Asian media.

Thank you, Bob. So what will we offer to the media and the world leading up to New Year’s Day 2009? The theme of the 120th Rose Parade is “Hats Off To Entertainment”. Needless to say, this was not an easy theme to work with. After all, the lighthearted world of entertainment is a far cry from the real-life drama of organ and tissue donation. But then we saw something we have in common with Hollywood:

STARS. George Clooney is one of scores of celebrities who through their work in film and television become as familiar to us as family. Stars are as old as entertainment itself, (CLICK) as new as reality TV, (CLICK) and as timeless as the stars on the Hollywood Walk of Fame. Well, we have our stars, too.

Real-life stars. Regular people just like you and me who make organ, eye, tissue and blood donation an inspiring story of courage, compassion, hope and renewal.

People like donor husband and father Dr. Kenneth Moritsugu, former Deputy Surgeon General of the United States. (CLICK) Columbine survivor Kacey Johnson, whose shoulder and thumb were saved by donated tissue. (CLICK) Yale grad student Erica Wells, who through her float participation met the family of her kidney donor. (CLICK) Erica Rangel-Baez of Los Angeles and Emile Therien of Canada, (CLICK) as well as Erin Choe of California and Johnathan Sim of Washington State, both honored with floragraphs decorated by their families.

Each year our float is filled with real-life stars representing the thousands of people across the country who are part of the Donate Life mission. What better way to acknowledge (CLICK) the deceased donors, (CLICK) transplant candidates, (CLICK) and those touched by donation than to make our parade entry truly reflect our star power? So, on January 1, 2009, Donate Life will go where no float has gone before with a shower of stars…

STARS OF LIFE. The abstract float design by Dave Pittman of Phoenix Decorating Company features 24 float riders that include transplant recipients, living donors, and family members of deceased donors. The riders are immersed in a spectacular shower of stars climbing more than 30 feet in the air, representing all the people who make the gift of life possible.

The white stars represent those among us who have been touched by donation…

…the transparent stars represent those in need of donated organs, corneas and tissue…

…and 30 gold stars frame floragraphs – artistic portraits created with floral materials – depicting loved ones who in their passing saved and healed the lives of others. 

The five large orange-yellow stars at the front of the float will hold more than 1,000 roses dedicated through the Family Circle program, each carrying a personal message of love, gratitude and hope to a donor, recipient or candidate in need of a transplant.

Of course, we will continue to be the only float in the history of the parade to have our logo in both English and Spanish…

…while Spanish- and Asian-language media be supported with customized media resources.

With our spectacular shower of real-life stars bringing a personal dimension to our Donate Life float entry, “Stars of Life” will surely shine on New Year’s Day 2009. Together, once again, for a sixth year, we will inspire the world to donate life.

