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FLORAL PORTRAITS of 38 ORGAN, EYE and TISSUE DONORS 
to GRACE the 2009 DONATE LIFE ROSE PARADE® FLOAT, ‘STARS OF LIFE’
Families of Deceased Donors to Decorate ‘Floragraphs’ Honoring
Loved Ones’ Gifts of Life to More Than 1,000 People in Need of Transplants
LOS ANGELES, Calif. – Nov. 6, 2008 – They lived a full seven decades or only a matter of months. Many were students in high school or college. They hailed from 25 states, from as far away as Alaska, Hawaii, Massachusetts and Florida. And they all share two things in common: the decision to give life as organ, eye and tissue donors, and a tribute in the 2009 Rose Parade honoring their legacies that saved and healed more than 1,000 lives and give hope to countless others in need.
This special group of organ, eye, and tissue donors will be honored visually in ‘floragraph’ images adorning the sixth Donate Life float entry, Stars of Life, in the 120th Rose Parade. Amidst the float’s spectacular shower of stars, 38 gold stars will frame these artistic portraits created with floral and other natural materials. Families of many of the donors depicted in the floragraphs will journey cross-country to Pasadena in the weeks leading up to the Parade to decorate the portraits of their loved ones.
“Each donor represented in a floragraph is a true ‘Star of Life’,” said Bryan Stewart, chairman of the Donate Life float committee and vice president of communications at OneLegacy, the nonprofit organ and tissue recovery agency serving the greater Los Angeles area. “All of the stories are unique yet profoundly connected, as their gifts came from a singular desire to help others. As their families arrive to create their loved ones’ images in flowers, seeds and spices, they will share a deeply meaningful experience that keeps the memory of their loved ones very much alive, and breathtakingly so.”
Some of the floragraph honorees gave organs and tissue that helped those who will ride on the float on New Year’s Day. Young Matthew Bemis of Rising City, Neb., donated the liver that sustained the life of Lily Allen of East Syacuse, N.Y., then less than a year old. Now 25 years old and recently married, Lily will join the Bemis family to create Matthew’s floragraph, which will shine above her as she rides the Donate Life float on New Year’s Day.
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Another youngster, Micah Miller of Spokane, Wash., will be honored by his father, Eric, who survived the accident that resulted in Micah’s death. Micah’s mother Jenna will join Eric to create their son’s floragraphic image as Eric prepares for his own float riding journey down Colorado Blvd.
Some floragraph honorees are notable for unique circumstances, including Anne Laumer of Eagan, Minn. and Curtis Lovegren of Shoreview, Minn. After both became organ and eye donors, Anne’s widower Ronald met Curtis’s widow Ruth. They subsequently married and now volunteer regularly in memory of their loved ones, who will both be honored with floragraphs.
Fifteen-year-old Christopher Trevizo of Hacienda Heights, Calif. may have been the victim of a senseless homicide, but in the wake of tragedy his family was able to direct one of his kidneys to save the life of his first grade teacher.
Michael Corea of South Euclid, Ohio, is one of the very few people in the U.S. to be both an organ recipient and an organ donor. Mike underwent a successful liver transplant at age 11, only to die at age 22 in a motorcycle accident, in the process donating his heart and lungs to candidates on the national organ transplant waiting list.
Some floragraph honorees have had a national impact on donation. Five months after the death of Kelly Nachreiner of Sauk City, Wis., Gov. Tommy Thompson signed the Kelly Nachreiner Bill into law, requiring all drivers education programs in Wisconsin to give 30 minutes of instruction on organ donation – the first bill of its kind in the country. When Thompson became Secretary of Health and Human Services in 2001, he modeled a national organ donation curriculum for middle and high schools, “Decision: Donation,” based on Kelly’s Law.
After Michael McVey of Downingtown, Pa., suffered a severe head injury in 1995, he became the first donation after cardiac death (DCD) donor since early-1980s brain death laws made the procedure obsolete. His mother, Susan McVey Dillon, who will ride the Donate Life float underneath her son’s floragraph, has since advocated nationally for donation after cardiac death, which is now common practice across the U.S.
When Theresa Lozada of Plano, Tex., gave her husband Victor’s tissue to heal up to 50 people, she turned a national tragedy into an opportunity for Victor to live on and “give someone else a second chance.” She will ride the float under the floragraph of Victor Lozada, who lost his life in a motorcycle accident while protecting Sen. Hillary Clinton during her presidential campaign.
More than 28,000 lives are saved each year in the U.S. through the gift of organ donation, giving hope to the more than 100,000 people awaiting a life-saving organ transplant. In addition, every year hundreds of thousands of people need donated corneas and tissue to prevent or cure blindness, heal burns or save limbs.
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In addition to the 38 floragraph honorees, the float will carry 26 riders, some of whom are mentioned above, whose relationship to donation and inspiring service to our community has made them “stars” to be recognized. The float will also carry dozens of white stars to represent those among us who have been touched by donation, while four transparent stars will symbolize those in need of donated organs, corneas and tissue. The large orange-yellow stars at the front of the float will carry more than 1,000 roses dedicated through the Family Circle program, with each carrying a personal message of love, gratitude and hope to a donor, recipient or candidate in need of a transplant. Last year, dedicated roses came from all 50 states and 21 countries.

Coordinated by Donate Life America member OneLegacy, the Donate Life Rose Parade float is supported by 60 official partners from across the nation, including organ and tissue recovery organizations, tissue banks, state donor registries, transplant centers and affiliated organizations. Joining OneLegacy as top-level benefactors are Astellas Pharma US, Inc., a fourth-year sponsor of five float riders through the “Ride of a Lifetime” contest and supporter of 1,000 volunteer decorators; the American Association of Tissue Banks (AATB); Donate Life America; the Family Circle Rose Dedication Program; and the National Donor Memorial and UNOS. All float partners encourage parade viewers to save lives by registering in their states to be organ, eye and tissue donors and donating blood in their communities.

The 120th Rose Parade themed Hats Off To Entertainment will take place Thurs., Jan. 1, 2009, at 8 a.m. (PST) featuring majestic floral floats, high-stepping equestrian units and spirited marching bands showcasing the best in entertainment. Following the Rose Parade, at 2 p.m. (PST), the 95th Rose Bowl Game® will feature an exciting match-up between two championship teams, once again showcasing the best of collegiate football. For additional information on Tournament of Roses® please visit the official website at www.tournamentofroses.com.

For more information about the Donate Life Rose Parade Float, visit the official float website at www.donatelifefloat.org.

# # #

(Editor’s Note: Lists of floragraph honorees and official partners are attached.)

Donate Life Rose Parade® Float

2009 Floragraph Honorees 
	Name
	Donation
	Date
	Age
	Sex
	Hometown
	Honored by

	Sharday Badillo
	Tissue Donor
	11/23/03
	17
	F
	Palmer, AK
	Life Alaska Donor Services

	Dalton Barnes
	Tissue and Eye Donor
	6/8/07
	14
	M
	Covina, CA
	Dignity Memorial

	Dustin Bauer
	Organ, Eye and Tissue Donor
	3/12/08
	22
	M
	Lutherville, MD
	The Living Legacy Foundation of Maryland

	Edward Bax
	Organ and Tissue Donor
	10/23/03
	45
	M
	Ballwin, MO
	Mid-America Transplant Services

	Matthew Bemis
	Organ Donor
	8/7/84
	2
	M
	Rising City, NE
	UCLA Health System

	Johnny Brown II
	Tissue and Eye Donor
	12/4/05
	38
	M
	Inglewood, CA
	OneLegacy

	Evan Burke
	Organ, Eye and Tissue Donor
	3/7/05
	21
	M
	Ashland, OR
	National Institute of Transplantation

	Anthony Charron
	Organ and Eye Donor
	10/14/97
	10
	M
	Grand Terrace, CA
	OneLegacy

	Andrew Colligan
	Organ, Eye and Tissue Donor
	1/2/02
	30
	M
	Charlestown, MA
	LifeCell Corp.

	Bud Collins
	Tissue Donor
	10/8/03
	69
	M
	Oklahoma
	LifeShare of Oklahoma

	Jill Connett
	Organ Donor
	5/25/03
	24
	F
	Englewood, CO
	Donor Alliance, Inc.

	Michael Corea
	Organ, Eye and Tissue Donor
	6/6/06
	22
	M
	South Euclid, OH
	LifeBanc

	Jennifer Cushman
	Organ, Eye and Tissue Donor
	5/19/08
	26
	F
	Carlsbad, CA
	Lifesharing

	Quentin Dachis
	Organ Donor
	12/25/03
	16 mos
	M
	Minneapolis, MN
	Loma Linda University Medical Center Transplantation Institute

	Leslie Ebert
	Registered Donor
	11/9/01
	26
	F
	Falls Church, VA
	Washington Regional Transplant Community

	Riley England
	Tissue and Eye Donor
	5/20/01
	21
	M
	Sandy, UT
	CryoLife, Inc.

	Rachel Escue
	Organ and Tissue Donor
	7/7/07
	18
	F
	Memphis, TN
	Mid-South Transplant Foundation, Inc.

	Ernest Goh
	Organ and Eye Donor
	1/13/05
	61
	M
	Claremont, CA
	OneLegacy

	Kelly Kline
	Organ and Tissue Donor
	8/9/99
	12
	F
	Cato, NY
	Finger Lakes Donor Recovery Network

	Jessica Kupczak
	Organ Donor
	11/23/02
	24
	F
	Colchester, CT
	Donate Life Run/Walk Committee

	Anne Laumer
	Organ and Eye Donor
	2/22/04
	53
	F
	Eagan, MN
	LifeSource & Minnesota Lions Eye Bank

	Shay Ledbetter
	Organ, Eye and Tissue Donor
	8/9/92
	22
	F
	Gainesville, TX
	Transplants for Children

	Curtis Lovegren
	Organ and Eye Donor
	2/28/01
	51
	M
	Shoreview, MN
	LifeSource & Minnesota Lions Eye Bank
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2009 Floragraph Honorees (cont’d)

	Name
	Donation
	Date
	Age
	Sex
	Hometown
	Honored by

	Victor Lozada
	Tissue Donor
	2/22/08
	49
	M
	Plano, TX
	RTI Donor Services

	Michael McVey
	Organ Donor
	6/20/95
	14
	M
	Downingtown, PA
	Gift of Life Donor Program

	BJ Miller
	Organ, Eye and Tissue Donor
	10/12/07
	19
	M
	Sunnyside, WA
	Living Legacy at LifeCenter Northwest

	Micah Miller
	Tissue Donor
	Aug 2003
	16 mos
	M
	Spokane, WA
	American Association of Tissue Banks (AATB)

	Kelly Nachreiner
	Organ Donor
	1/4/00
	16
	F
	Sauk City, WI
	Donate Life Float Committee

	Frank Paliswait
	Organ, Eye and Tissue Donor
	10/7/07
	35
	M
	Miami, FL
	Life Alliance Organ Recovery Agency

	Emily Porche
	Organ, Eye and Tissue Donor
	7/16/07
	9
	F
	Ankeny, IA
	Iowa Donor Network

	Alexis Porta
	Organ Donor
	6/19/01
	16
	F
	Gonzales, LA
	Louisiana Organ Procurement Agency

	Cody Prewitt
	Organ and Eye Donor
	9/7/04
	16
	M
	Harrisonville, MO
	Midwest Transplant Network

	Paul Price
	Organ, Eye and Tissue Donor
	2/22/08
	21
	M
	Westerville, OH
	Lifeline of Ohio

	Jason Ray
	Organ and Tissue Donor
	3/26/07
	21
	M
	Concord, NC
	NJ Sharing Network and Lifeshare Of The Carolinas

	Hollie Stanyon-Fouts
	Organ, Eye and Tissue Donor
	1/16/05
	20
	F
	Canyon Lake, CA
	OneLegacy

	Christopher Trevizo
	Organ Donor
	4/8/06
	15
	M
	Hacienda Heights, CA
	OneLegacy

	Gene Ushiroda
	Organ Donor
	4/19/07
	53
	M
	Kealakekua, HI
	Organ Donor Center of Hawaii

	Johnny Ysais III
	Organ Donor
	2/15/03
	12
	M
	Oxnard, CA
	OneLegacy
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Donate Life Rose Parade® Float

2009 Official Partners

Benefactors

Astellas Pharma US, Inc.
American Association of Tissue Banks (AATB)
Donate Life America
Family Circle Rose Dedication Program

OneLegacy
National Donor Memorial and UNOS

Float Rider Sponsors
AlloSource

American Association of Tissue Banks (AATB)

Astellas Pharma US, Inc.

California Transplant Donor Network

Cedars-Sinai Comprehensive Transplant Center

Center for Donation & Transplant

Donate Life California

Donate Life Indiana

Donor Alliance, Inc.

Donor Network of Arizona

Gift of Hope Organ & Tissue Donor Network

Musculoskeletal Transplant Foundation

OneLegacy

RTI Donor Services

St. Joseph Hospital Kidney Transplant Program

Transplants for Children

Upstate New York Transplant Services

Vesta Therapeutics, Inc.
Floragraph Sponsors
American Association of Tissue Banks (AATB)

CryoLife, Inc.
Dignity Memorial

Donate Life Run/Walk Committee

Finger Lakes Donor Recovery Network

Gift of Life Donor Program

Iowa Donor Network

Life Alaska Donor Services

Life Alliance Organ Recovery Agency

LifeBanc

LifeCell Corporation

Lifeline of Ohio

Lifesharing

LifeSource

Living Legacy at LifeCenter Northwest
The Living Legacy Foundation of Maryland

Loma Linda University Medical Ctr. Transplantation Institute

Louisiana Organ Procurement Agency

Mid-America Transplant Services

Mid-South Transplant Foundation, Inc.

Midwest Transplant Network

Minnesota Lions Eye Bank

National Institute of Transplantation

NJ Sharing Network

Transplants for Children

UCLA Health System
Washington Regional Transplant Community

Float Sponsors
Health Promotions Now

Phoenix Decorating Co.

Sallop Insurance Agency

Contributing Sponsors
Association of Organ Procurement Organizations (AOPO)

International Transplant Nurses Society (ITNS)

JDI Communications, Inc.

Renal Support Network

TRIO West County/Ventura County

as of 11/6/08
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