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DONATE LIFE’S ROSE PARADE® FLOAT TO FEATURE 
MEMORIAL TRIBUTES TO 72 ORGAN, EYE AND TISSUE DONORS 

Floral Portraits from 31 States and Three Countries to be Completed by Family Members
LOS ANGELES, Calif. – Nov. 4, 2011 – One portrait shows an 11-month-old baby who died tragically in an icy car accident. Another shows a 71-year-old Minnesotan whose unexpected death resulted in the gift of sight through the donation of his corneas. These and 70 other honorees who in their deaths gave life to others through the donation of their organs, eyes and tissues will be showcased for 47 million viewers through “floragraph” portraits on the Donate Life float in the 2012 Rose Parade.®
The portraits of 72 donors from 31 states, Canada, Japan and Taiwan add deep meaning to the Donate Life float theme, …One More Day. Nearly a third of the honorees were teenagers when they became donors, while four became donors as seniors. Every story is compelling and reflects the power any individual can have in making the commitment to be a donor. Their portraits, each made entirely of organic floral materials, will be featured on huge floral timepieces that remind us of the preciousness of time we have to spend with our loved ones.
Donate Life’s 72 floragraph honorees and 28 riders represent all donors, transplant recipients, and candidates on the waiting list. The float will also carry thousands of roses with personal dedications of love and remembrance in a unique Dedication Garden supported by people around the world.
“Every donor counts when the waiting list for life-saving organs continues to grow while the circumstances for organ donation to be possible are so rare,” said Bryan Stewart, chairman of the Donate Life float committee and vice president of communications at OneLegacy, the nonprofit organ and tissue recovery organization serving the greater Los Angeles area. “By honoring these 72 individuals, we hope to remind people that donors have the power to save up to eight lives and heal 50 more through organ, eye and tissue donation. We can all make a difference by joining their state donor registries.”

The floragraphs will be decorated before Christmas in Pasadena, and many of the portraits will be completed by the family members themselves at special events in their hometowns. One of these will feature Stella Espino, whose untimely death last year saved eight lives and helped 85 others. Her husband, Juan, will complete her floragraph at a ceremony at the Ft. Worth, Tex., headquarters of his employer, American Airlines. Juan will later ride the float alongside Stella’s floragraph during the parade.
“These local events make it possible for families across the U.S. to participate in bringing these deeply meaningful portraits to life,” Stewart noted. “They also bring the message of donation to local audiences who may not hear about it otherwise. We are especially grateful to those supporting these events and to the many sponsors who make it possible for families and riders to inspire millions in the Rose Parade.”
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A number of other riders will share the float with floragraphs of their loved ones and donors. The floragraph of professional boxer Francisco “Paco” Rodriguez of Chicago will be accompanied by two riders: his brother, Alex Rodriguez, and the teacher who received Paco’s lung, Ashley Anne Quinter of Spring City, Pa. The portrait of nine-year-old Christina-Taylor Green, who was killed in the shooting that wounded Rep. Gabriel Giffords in Tucson, will float above her mother, Roxanna Green, when she rides the float. Tissue donor Thomas Pettit of Sherman, Tex., will be honored in a floragraph by his stepson, Brandon Witt, who will ride with his Facebook friend Joey Ianiero of Bloomsburg, Pa., one of the 85 people who benefitted from Thomas’ gift. Donor Lisa Pond of Lacey, Wash., will be honored in a floragraph by her life partner Janice Langbehn of Olympia, Wash., whose experience in Lisa's final hours prompted a presidential directive to ensure hospitals allow gays and lesbians access to their hospitalized partners.
The deaths of teens honored by floragraphs run the spectrum from those killed in drive-by shootings, such as Julio Villegas, Jr. and Melanie Miers of Palmdale and San Bernardino, Calif.; to vehicle accidents, such as Hailey Rath of Beloit, Mich.; Dylan Peters of Burlington, Vt.; and Katherine “Katie” Enos of Westford, Mass., who at 14, lived just long enough to have her first date, first kiss – and save a life. Some honorees became donors as a result of sports injuries, including Scott Edwin Davis of Huntington Beach, Calif., and Heath River Eiland of Austin, Tex. Others became donors as a result of unforeseen medical conditions, such as Roberto DeJesus Perez of North Bergen, N.J.; Jordan House of Plainfield, Ind.; and Angela Marie Guest of Allen, Tex. The family of 17-year-old Don Boone of Pineville, La., hoped they did the right thing in donating his heart, liver, kidneys and corneas. Months later they discovered his English paper, which read, “I would gladly give my organs to a needy person.”

Two stories of donation generosity involve Departments of Motor Vehicles (DMVs), which have played a central role in signing up more than 100 million Americans on state donor registries. When he signed up for his learner’s permit in Las Vegas, Nev., young Aric Brill told his mother, “I would want someone else” to use his organs. Only months later, Aric saved six lives after being shot to death by gang members in a robbery. In El Sorbante, Calif., Kimberley Williams-Ibarra began working for the DMV right out of college; it became her career over 19 years. When a blood clot in her lungs took her life, she was able to donate tissue that healed the lives of 50 people.
Three floragraphs feature donors from outside the U.S. In Tokyo, Rie Tanaka was only the fifth person in Japan to become an organ donor after brain death. She saved the lives of seven people. A pulmonary embolism took the life of Krista Heidinger of Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada, a mother of three whose husband was certain she would have said, “Jared, let’s save some lives.” In New Taipei City in Taiwan, 16-year-old Chih-Chien Hsaio lost his life in a scooter accident. His organ, tissue, and cornea donations benefitted more than 60 people.
More than 28,000 lives are saved each year in the U.S. through the gift of organ donation, giving hope to the more than 112,000 people awaiting a life-saving organ transplant. In addition, every year hundreds of thousands of people need donated corneas and tissue to prevent or cure blindness, heal burns or save limbs.
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The 2012 Donate Life float is built by Phoenix Decorating Co. from a design by Dave Pittman and is coordinated by Donate Life America member OneLegacy. The Donate Life float campaign is supported by more than 100 official sponsors from coast to coast, including organ and tissue recovery organizations, tissue banks, state donor registries, transplant centers, hospitals, funeral homes and affiliated organizations. Joining OneLegacy as top-level benefactors are the Dignity Memorial® network, North America’s largest network of funeral, cremation and cemetery service providers; the American Association of Tissue Banks (AATB); Donate Life America; the eWomenNetwork Foundation; and the United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS) and National Donor Memorial. All Donate Life float sponsors encourage parade viewers to save lives by registering in their states to be organ, eye and tissue donors and donating blood in their communities.
The Pasadena Tournament of Roses is a volunteer organization that annually hosts the Rose Parade® presented by Honda, Rose Bowl Game® presented by VIZIO and various associated events. The 123rd Rose Parade presented by Honda and themed Just Imagine…, will take place on Monday, Jan. 2, 2012, at 8 a.m. (PST) featuring majestic floral floats, high-stepping equestrian units and spirited marching bands. Following the parade, the 98th Rose Bowl Game presented by VIZIO will kick off at 2:10 p.m. and feature an exciting match-up between two of the top collegiate football teams in the nation. For additional information on the Tournament of Roses please visit the official website at www.tournamentofroses.com.

For more information about the Donate Life Rose Parade Float, visit the official float website at www.donatelifefloat.org.
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(Editor’s Note: List of floragraph honorees is attached.)
Donate Life Rose Parade® Float

2012 Floragraph Honorees – Alphabetical by State

	Name
	Donation
	Date
	Age
	Hometown
	Honored by

	Daniel DeRay Brannon
	Organ & Tissue Donor
	11/28/09
	21
	Birmingham, AL
	Alabama Organ Center

	Michael Deon (Rudy) Gilmore
	Organ Donor
	4/17/10
	24
	West Helena, AR
	Mid-South Transplant Foundation, Inc.

	Mariah West
	Organ, Eye & Tissue Donor
	5/29/09
	18
	Rogers, AR
	Heartland Lions Eye Banks

	Christina-Taylor Green
	Eye Donor
	1/8/11
	9
	Tucson, AZ
	Donor Network of Arizona

	Elizabeth Sutherland
	Organ, Eye & Tissue Donor
	4/5/09
	49
	Tucson, AZ
	Legacy of Life Hawaii

	A'marion La'kari Adams
	Organ Donor
	6/17/10
	6
	San Bernardino, CA
	Dignity Memorial Network

	Eduardo Arellano
	Organ Donor
	2/15/08
	33
	Carson, CA
	OneLegacy

	Trey Atkin
	Eye & Tissue Donor
	10/22/00
	11
	Petaluma, CA
	Golden State Donor Services

	Jose Alfredo Carrillo
	Eye & Tissue Donor
	7/20/07
	19
	El Monte, CA
	OneLegacy

	Lawrence (Larry) Gene Cavenah
	Organ Donor
	5/6/04
	57
	Bakersfield, CA
	JJ's Legacy

	Scott Edwin Davis
	Organ & Tissue Donor
	6/7/08
	19
	Huntington Beach, CA
	Donate Life Run/Walk Committee

	Brian Ellis
	Organ Donor
	11/22/09
	31
	Downey, CA
	Joseph H. Helfgot Foundation

	Janeen Marie Ganahl
	Organ & Eye Donor
	8/2/00
	11
	Corona, CA
	OneLegacy

	Jose Gutierrez
	Organ Donor
	5/17/06
	50
	Fillmore, CA
	UCLA Health System

	Travis S.E. Hansen
	Organ Donor
	Sept 2007
	12
	Simi Valley, CA
	Frankie Hernandez Legacy of Life Tournaments

	Sierra Lynn Heidrich
	Organ Donor
	12/21/06
	5
	Lake Elsinore, CA
	OneLegacy

	Elijah R. Lee
	Organ & Tissue Donor
	1/22/07
	35
	Downey, CA
	OneLegacy

	Merle Manganiello
	Eye & Tissue Donor
	8/6/11
	51
	San Diego, CA
	Lifesharing

	Melanie Ann Miers
	Organ Donor
	11/20/05
	16
	San Bernardino, CA
	OneLegacy

	Christopher Paturzo III
	Tissue Donor
	8/27/07
	35
	Downey, CA
	OneLegacy

	Clint Adam Rivera
	Tissue Donor
	3/22/08
	22
	Norwalk, CA
	Dignity Memorial Network

	Ryan Cody Stuck
	Organ Donor
	4/10/10
	22
	Bakersfield, CA
	Vaquero Energy

	Julio Villegas, Jr.
	Organ, Eye & Tissue Donor
	10/19/03
	16
	Palmdale, CA
	OneLegacy

	Tommy Weiss
	Organ & Eye Donor
	6/13/97
	10
	Aliso Viejo, CA
	Salt Creek Grille

	Kimberley Rochelle Williams-Ibarra
	Tissue Donor
	10/24/10
	44
	El Sorbante, CA
	Donate Life California
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	Christian Chamberlain
	Organ & Eye Donor
	9/13/03
	7
	Atlanta, GA
	Association of Multicultural Affairs in Transplantation (AMAT)

	Nicole Lynn Richardson
	Organ & Eye Donor
	4/26/06
	27
	Jefferson, IA
	Iowa Donor Network

	Lacey Mary Haye
	Organ & Eye Donor
	8/22/07
	19
	Kimberly, ID
	Idaho’s Donate Life Coalition

	Drew Swank
	Organ & Eye Donor
	9/27/09
	17
	Post Falls, ID
	SightLife

	Marc Henning
	Organ & Tissue Donor
	9/16/10
	22
	Crossville, IL
	Donate Life Rose Parade Float Committee

	Francisco "Paco" Rodriguez
	Organ Donor
	11/23/09
	25
	Chicago, IL
	Gift of Hope Organ & Tissue Donor Network

	Jordan House
	Organ Donor
	3/25/08
	17
	Plainfield, IN
	Indiana Organ Procurement Organization (IOPO)

	Alicia Jeannette Sabaugh
	Organ, Eye & Tissue Donor
	1/5/09
	27
	Leawood, KS
	Midwest Transplant Network

	Andrew Clay Johnson
	Organ & Eye Donor
	7/15/08
	11
	Benton, KY
	Kentucky Organ Donor Affiliates

	Don Boone
	Organ & Eye Donor
	10/29/92
	17
	Pineville, LA
	Louisiana Organ Procurement Agency

	Katherine Delia Enos
	Organ Donor
	7/1/10
	14
	Westford, MA
	New England Organ Bank

	Tyrone Eugene Bowie, Jr.
	Organ Donor
	9/6/08
	26
	Baltimore, MD
	Living Legacy Foundation of Maryland

	Eric Michael Helm
	Eye & Tissue Donor
	1/12/10
	18
	Jenison, MI
	Gift of Life Michigan

	Amanda Thompson
	Tissue Donor
	12/15/10
	20
	Saginaw, MI
	Gift of Life Michigan

	Ron Kerkvliet
	Eye & Tissue Donor
	7/6/11
	71
	Inver Grove Heights, MN
	American Donor Services and Bacterin International

	Kyndall Alyse Brown
	Organ Donor
	7/25/03
	17 mo
	Ballwin, MO
	Mid-America Transplant Services

	Jeffrey C. O'Rourke
	Organ, Eye & Tissue Donor
	8/19/10
	53
	Bothell, WA
	Dignity Memorial Network

	Kirstin Elizabeth Cantler-Booke
	Tissue Donor
	12/24/09
	11 mo
	Fairmount, ND
	LifeSource

	Roberto DeJesus Perez
	Organ Donor
	11/26/97
	18
	North Bergen, NJ
	LABS, Inc.

	Shawn Wero
	Organ, Eye & Tissue Donor
	4/27/10
	32
	Bloomfield, NM
	Mendez National Institute of Transplantation

	Aric Brill
	Organ Donor
	2/24/09
	16
	Las Vegas, NV
	Dignity Memorial Network

	Scott Patrick Conrad
	Organ Donor
	3/17/10
	29
	Rochester, NY
	Finger Lakes Donor Recovery Network

	Sybil Elizabeth McFall
	Organ Donor
	3/23/11
	37
	Syracuse, NY
	Dignity Memorial Network

	Jeremy M. Doyle
	Organ & Eye Donor
	9/18/98
	21
	Chillicothe, OH
	Lifeline of Ohio

	"Anya" Chiemeka Ogbuji
	Organ Donor
	12/4/07
	14 mo
	Shaker Heights, OH
	The Kingdom Kids
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	Jovante Woods
	Organ, Eye & Tissue Donor
	8/14/10
	16
	Cincinnati, OH
	LifeCenter Organ Donor Network

	Jayce Ray Sheffield
	Eye & Tissue Donor
	4/5/06
	12
	Wewoka, OK
	CryoLife, Inc.

	Melissa Michelle Yarosh
	Organ Donor
	2/16/92
	14
	Harrisburg, PA
	PinnacleHealth Foundation and 
Gift of Life Donor Program

	Jesse Miller Gamble
	Organ Donor
	8/1/08
	19
	Lexington, SC
	Bridge to Life, Ltd.

	Adam Long
	Tissue Donor
	1/24/10
	27
	Nashville, TN
	Tennessee Donor Services

	Mike Dunnam
	Eye & Tissue Donor
	9/5/09
	22
	Fannett, TX
	Sallop Insurance Agency

	Heath River Eiland
	Organ & Tissue Donor
	5/12/11
	16
	Austin, TX
	Dignity Memorial Network

	Stella Espino
	Organ, Eye & Tissue Donor
	2/25/10
	44
	El Paso, TX
	Donate Life Float Committee

	Angela Marie Guest
	Organ Donor
	3/19/11
	19
	Allen, TX
	Spencer Squire All-Star Foundation

	Patrick Shane Nunnelley
	Organ & Tissue Donor
	7/24/10
	23
	Mesquite, TX
	Donate 4 Life

	Thomas A. Pettit
	Eye & Tissue Donor
	12/22/07
	45
	Sherman, TX
	American Association of Tissue Banks (AATB) and 
Transplant Services Center, 
UT Southwestern Medical Center

	Erica Marie Stewart Mullins
	Organ Donor
	5/21/05
	21
	Appalachia, VA
	eWomenNetwork Foundation

	Paul G. Rossmeissl
	Organ & Tissue Donor
	6/7/06
	54
	Herndon, VA
	Washington Regional Transplant Community

	Jeffrey R. Topping
	Organ & Eye Donor
	6/21/11
	31
	Suffolk, VA
	Dignity Memorial Network

	Dylan Peters
	Organ, Eye & Tissue Donor
	4/9/11
	18
	Burlington, VT
	Center for Donation & Transplant

	Brandon Ross Harney
	Organ, Eye & Tissue Donor
	8/1/00
	16
	Auburn, WA
	LifeCenter Northwest

	Lisa Marie Pond
	Organ & Tissue Donor
	2/22/07
	39
	Lacey, WA
	Life Alliance Organ Recovery Agency

	Hailey Rath
	Organ & Tissue Donor
	12/13/05
	13
	Beloit, WI
	University of Wisconsin OPO

	Heather Nicole Miller
	Organ & Tissue Donor
	3/31/08
	21
	Triadelphia, WV
	CORE

	Krista D. Heidinger
	Organ, Eye & Tissue Donor
	8/30/09
	34
	Lethbridge, AB, Canada
	eWomenNetwork Foundation

	Rie Tanaka
	Organ Donor
	3/28/00
	27
	Tokyo, Japan
	In Memory of Todd Sato

	Chih-Chien Hsiao
	Organ, Eye & Tissue Donor
	12/1/05
	18
	New Taipei City, Taiwan
	Buddhist Compassion Relief Tzu Chi Foundation
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