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76 MEMORIAL FLORAL PORTRAITS of ORGAN, EYE and TISSUE DONORS 
FROM 36 STATES ADD REAL-LIFE DRAMA to 
DONATE LIFE’S ROSE PARADE® FLOAT, ‘NEW LIFE RISES’
Deceased Donors Saved and Healed Hundreds of Lives with Gifts of Life;
Families to Decorate Loved Ones’ ‘Floragraphs’ at 30 Hometown Events Nationwide
LOS ANGELES, Calif. – Nov. 2, 2009 – One donor lived only three days, but he saved the lives of two young girls, one of whom will ride in the Rose Parade in his honor. Another was 76 when he donated his tissue, demonstrating that age should not be a deterrent in the decision to donate.
The stories of the 76 people to be represented in “floragraphs” (artistic floral portraits) on the 2010 Donate Life Rose Parade float, New Life Rises, are equally dramatic and heart-wrenching, but they all share the same outcome: each was a donor of organs, tissue or corneas, and in 23 cases all three. More than 30 died before their 21st birthdays, yet they all made a profound difference in their young lives.
The floral images of this special group of organ, eye, and tissue donors will take center stage on the seventh Donate Life float entry in the 121st Rose Parade. The float features a phoenix, the mythical symbol of life coming out of the ashes of death and rising from a bed of flames 30 feet into the sky. The Donate Life phoenix represents those who give life in their passing and the people whose lives are renewed through transplantation. The floragraphs will be integrated into the bird’s tail feathers.
“The families of these donors have grieved the loss of their loved ones, yet they will celebrate their lives when the Donate Life float and its floragraphs journey down Colorado Boulevard on New Year’s Day,” said Bryan Stewart, chairman of the Donate Life float committee and vice president of communications at OneLegacy, the nonprofit organ and tissue recovery organization serving the greater Los Angeles area. “We know from past experience that the process of decorating the floragraphs can be healing for the donors’ family members, and we look forward to working with them as these beautiful portraits are decorated in December.”
While some families will travel to Pasadena in December to decorate their loved ones’ floragraphs, as many as 30 portraits will be sent to families nationwide for completion in their hometowns. Most of the floragraph decorating events will be held at locations that were significant to the honoree’s life and donation, including elementary and high schools, churches, and hospitals. “Dozens of families will have the opportunity to decorate their portraits surrounded by loved ones and those in their community who were touched by the honorees’ donations,” Stewart noted. “We are grateful to the float’s floragraph sponsors for helping us create this meaningful opportunity for our honorees’ families.”
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The Dignity Memorial® network, North America’s largest network of funeral, cremation and cemetery service providers, is sponsoring four floragraphs honoring donors from California, Colorado, North Carolina and Texas. Among them is Dr. Victor Miranda of Houston, Tex., who after a lifetime as an emergency room physician and medical entrepreneur, died as he had lived: saving lives. “Donating my dad’s organs meant more to me than I ever could have imagined,” said Victor’s daughter, Ashley. “It’s comforting to know that he saved lives his entire life as an emergency room doctor and continued to save lives even after his death. I know he wouldn’t have wanted it any other way.”

Some of the floragraphs will float above the riders who are connected to them in meaningful ways. Twelve-year-old Hannah Grinnan will ride along with the portrait of three-day-old Trevor Frisch of Lake Isabella, Calif., whose heart was transplanted into Hannah at 11 days old. The floragraphs of young Christopher Nixon and his father, Philip Nixon, of Ft. Wayne, Ind., will be memorable for their mother/wife, Joann Nixon, as she rides the float. The portrait of high school football coach Mike Craig of Johnstown, Ohio, will accompany rider Mike Vyrostek, a college football player who received the first directed tissue donation in that state from Craig. Heart recipient Steve Bond will ride along with the floragraph of his donor, Mike Roman Reyes of Phoenix, Ariz., who was only 17 when he died from a head injury. And two riders, 13-year-old Carter Bryant and Tyla Newbold, will ride with the floragraph of Carter’s mother, Caroline Elizabeth Ball Bryant of Draper, Utah, who was only 21 when she delivered Carter the day before her death, becoming a donor to six people, including Tyla.
Young children memorialized with floragraphs are among the most poignant stories represented on the float. Six-month-old Isaiah Jerome Jones of Kettering, Ohio, saved the lives of two children through organ donation. Fifteen-month-old Jack Hook-Van Hecke of Monticello, Minn., donated tissue and an aortic valve to save lives while his mother, Jennifer, chose a career as a tissue recovery technician as a way to celebrate Jack’s life. Two-year-old Perlita Carillo Celis of Upland, Calif., saved three people following her death from a brain hemorrhage, motivating her mother Perla to volunteer as a Donate Life Ambassador. A similar volunteer spirit is held by Maggie Coolican, whose six-year-old daughter, Katie Coolican, collapsed suddenly and became East Hampton, Conn.’s first organ and tissue donor. In the 25 years since Katie’s passing, Maggie has become a national figure in the donation community through her bereavement programs, publications, and creation of the National Donor Family Quilt. She sewed the first 25 panels with a total of 1,750 “Patches of Love,” with Katie’s represented on the final panel. Another six-year-old donor, Spencer Patton Squire of Allen, Tex., had been an avid sports enthusiast whose legacy can be found in multiple scholarships, memorials, and tournaments in his home state. And seven-year-old Kiethen Taylor of Memphis, Tenn., is remembered for his short life and life-saving organ, eye and tissue donations by a crepe myrtle tree planted by classmates.
As 85 million Americans have already done, several of the honorees had enrolled in their respective state organ and tissue donor registries prior to death. For the families of Cameron L. Chana of Clarendon Hills, Ill.; Lee John Davis of Lafayette, La.; Bronson Parsons of Troy, Mont.; Ronald Snipes of Green Sea, SC; and Jessica Marie Ward of Washington, D.C., the certainty of their loved ones’ decisions as documented in the donor registry eased the donation process at a difficult time. Among the donors who were not registered, some, like Michael E. Creighton of Arnaudville, La., had talked about their donation decision with their family, which provided a source of comfort amid great emotional turmoil. In gratitude for his gift of life, Creighton’s liver recipient endowed a grant program to encourage hospitals nationwide to honor their donors with dedicated roses through the float’s Donate Life Family Circle program.

- MORE -
2010 Donate Life Rose Parade Float Floragraphs

Page 3-3-3

More than 28,000 lives are saved each year in the U.S. through the gift of organ donation, giving hope to the more than 104,000 people awaiting a life-saving organ transplant. In addition, every year hundreds of thousands of people need donated corneas and tissue to prevent or cure blindness, heal burns or save limbs.

The 2010 Donate Life float will also carry 24 riders, some of whom are mentioned above, who have their own important stories to tell. In addition, donors across the country will be memorialized in a garden of hundreds of roses dedicated through the Donate Life Family Circle program, with each rose vial carrying a personal message of love, hope and remembrance.

Coordinated by Donate Life America member OneLegacy, the Donate Life float is supported by nearly 60 official partners from across the nation, including organ and tissue recovery organizations, tissue banks, state donor registries, transplant centers and affiliated organizations. Joining OneLegacy as top-level benefactors are Astellas Pharma US, Inc., a fifth-year sponsor of five float riders through the “Ride of a Lifetime” contest and supporter of 1,000 volunteer decorators; the American Association of Tissue Banks (AATB); the Dignity Memorial network; Donate Life America; and UNOS and the National Donor Memorial. All float partners encourage parade viewers to save lives by registering in their states to be organ, eye and tissue donors and donating blood in their communities.

The Pasadena Tournament of Roses is a volunteer organization that annually hosts the Rose Parade and Rose Bowl Game® presented by Citi. The 121st Rose Parade will take place Friday, Jan. 1, 2010, at 8 a.m. (PST) featuring majestic floral floats, high-stepping equestrian units and spirited marching bands. Following the Rose Parade, the 96th Rose Bowl Game presented by Citi will kick off at 2:10 p.m. and feature an exciting match-up between two of the top teams in the country. 

On Jan. 7, the Tournament of Roses will also host the No. 1 and No. 2 BCS-ranked teams in the 2010 Citi BCS National Championship Game. The Game will kick off at 5 p.m. (PST) from the historic Rose Bowl Stadium. For additional information about the Tournament of Roses® please visit the official website at www.tournamentofroses.com.

For more information about the Donate Life Rose Parade Float, visit the official float website at www.donatelifefloat.org.
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(Editor’s Note: List of floragraph honorees is attached.)
Donate Life Rose Parade® Float

2010 Floragraph Honorees – Alphabetical by State
	Name
	Donation
	Date
	Age
	Sex
	Hometown
	Honored by

	Andrea Carney
	Tissue and Eye Donor
	1/15/00
	17
	F
	Wasilla, AK
	Life Alaska Donor Services

	Robbie Sisemore
	Organ and Tissue Donor
	5/15/02
	16
	M
	Farmington, AR
	Arkansas Regional Organ Recovery Agency

	Mike Roman Reyes
	Organ Donor
	7/17/04
	17
	M
	Phoenix, AZ
	Donor Network of Arizona

	"BJ" Bill-Junior Falefasa Ala'ilima
	Organ Donor
	10/10/05
	14
	M
	Gardena, CA
	OneLegacy

	Alfredo Alvara
	Organ, Eye and Tissue Donor
	2/3/03
	42
	M
	San Bernardino, CA
	OneLegacy

	Steven Alvarez
	Organ Donor
	7/20/05
	20
	M
	Chino, CA
	St. Vincent Medical Center

	Timothy Baptista
	Organ Donor
	5/6/01
	20
	M
	Millbrae, CA
	Mended Hearts

	Brandon Anthony Brown
	Organ Donor
	2/18/08
	18
	M
	Redding, CA
	Golden State Donor Services

	Christy Bueno
	Organ Donor
	4/29/88
	28
	F
	Norwalk, CA
	Donate Life Float Committee

	Virginia M. Camacho
	Organ and Eye Donor
	6/20/09
	41
	F
	San Diego, CA
	Dignity Memorial

	Jack Cardinal
	Tissue Donor
	8/10/05
	76
	M
	Caliente, CA
	OneLegacy

	Perlita Carrillo Celis
	Organ Donor
	4/15/02
	2
	F
	Fontana, CA
	UCLA Health System

	Brian Matthew DeBoer
	Organ, Eye and Tissue Donor
	4/23/00
	18
	M
	Buena Park, CA
	OneLegacy

	Thomas Dunn
	Eye Donor
	8/28/08
	27
	M
	San Jose, CA
	SightLife

	Andrew Faiez Ennabe
	Organ, Eye and Tissue Donor
	5/3/07
	19
	M
	Rowland Heights, CA
	OneLegacy

	Trevor Frisch
	Organ Donor
	4/16/98
	3 days
	M
	Lake Isabella, CA
	Loma Linda University Medical Center Transplantation Institute

	Kim Kimble Gast
	Organ Donor
	9/20/03
	15
	F
	Woodland Hills, CA
	Donate Life Float Committee

	Nicholas Green
	Organ and Eye Donor
	10/1/94
	7
	M
	La Canada Flintridge, CA
	Donate Life Float Committee

	Zenaida Reyes Aurellano Hoh, MD
	Organ Donor
	12/29/04
	51
	F
	Chatsworth, CA
	Donate Life Float Committee

	Jeffrey Johns
	Organ, Eye and Tissue Donor
	3/3/09
	27
	M
	Bakersfield, CA
	OneLegacy

	Stephen M. Jokela, Jr.
	Organ Donor
	2/2/03
	29
	M
	Murrieta, CA
	Donate Life Float Committee

	Richard LaRue
	Organ, Eye and Tissue Donor
	5/5/96
	19
	M
	Bakersfield, CA
	Donate Life Float Committee

	Patty Madera de Waldie
	Organ Donor
	5/7/03
	35
	F
	Walnut, CA
	Donate Life Float Committee

	Mario Pinedo
	Organ Donor
	2/27/02
	39
	M
	National City, CA
	Lifesharing

	Kevin Patrick Pryor
	Organ, Eye and Tissue Donor
	6/17/08
	31
	M
	Oak Park, CA
	Donate Life Run/Walk Committee
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	Todd Sato
	Tissue and Eye Donor
	6/27/09
	29
	M
	Los Angeles, CA
	OneLegacy

	Mitchell Thomas Schloesser
	Organ Donor
	12/20/06
	29
	M
	Camarillo, CA
	OneLegacy

	Maria de Los Angeles Yepez
	Organ Donor
	1/27/09
	57
	F
	Fresno, CA
	California Transplant Donor Network

	Robert Evan Schuppert
	Tissue and Eye Donor
	1/21/97
	24
	M
	Broomfield, CO
	Dignity Memorial

	Joseph Templeton
	Organ and Eye Donor
	1/1/08
	22
	M
	Denver, CO
	Donor Alliance, Inc.

	Katie Coolican
	Organ and Eye Donor
	9/25/83
	6
	F
	East Hampton, CT
	Musculoskeletal Transplant Foundation

	Jessica Marie Ward
	Tissue Donor
	11/1/03
	17
	F
	Washington, DC
	Washington Regional Transplant Community

	Jesse Miller IV
	Organ and Tissue Donor
	3/6/09
	27
	M
	Cocoa, FL
	CryoLife, Inc.

	Kyle Anthony Whitworth
	Organ, Eye and Tissue Donor
	5/13/02
	17
	M
	Weston, FL
	Life Alliance Organ Recovery Agency

	Ku'uleialoha Patton
	Organ, Eye and Tissue Donor
	4/26/09
	64
	F
	Honolulu, HI
	Organ Donor Center of Hawaii

	Erika Desireé Schwager
	Organ and Tissue Donor
	11/26/06
	16
	F
	West Des Moines, IA
	Iowa Donor Network

	Trever Ryan Tremayne
	Organ Donor
	10/3/07
	30
	M
	Idaho Falls, ID
	Intermountain Donor Services

	Cameron L. Chana
	Organ, Eye and Tissue Donor
	6/1/09
	22
	M
	Clarendon Hills, IL
	Gift of Hope Organ & Tissue Donor Network

	Jay Gulotta
	Organ, Eye and Tissue Donor
	5/8/02
	47
	M
	Barrington, IL
	Gift of Hope Organ & Tissue Donor Network

	Christopher Nixon
	Organ Donor
	7/14/98
	11
	M
	Fort Wayne, IN
	Indiana Organ Procurement Organization

	Philip Nixon
	Organ, Eye and Tissue Donor
	11/1/07
	59
	M
	Fort Wayne, IN
	Indiana Organ Procurement Organization

	Taylor Charlotte Kemp
	Organ, Eye and Tissue Donor
	7/16/09
	13
	F
	Pittsburg, KS
	Midwest Transplant Network

	Teresa LeAnn Kemp
	Organ, Eye and Tissue Donor
	7/22/09
	41
	F
	Pittsburg, KS
	Midwest Transplant Network

	Andrew Shorter
	Organ and Eye Donor
	9/30/09
	30
	M
	Louisville, KY
	Kentucky Organ Donor Affiliates

	Michael E. Creighton
	Organ Donor
	6/5/02
	41
	M
	Arnaudville, LA
	Donate Life Float Committee

	Lee John Davis
	Organ and Eye Donor
	11/16/06
	22
	M
	Lafayette, LA
	Louisiana Organ Procurement Agency

	Joseph Helfgot
	Organ and Tissue Donor
	4/9/09
	60
	M
	Boston, MA
	LifeCell

	Tarrence Regan
	Tissue Donor
	11/5/07
	16
	M
	Baltimore, MD
	Living Legacy Foundation of Maryland

	Andrew Benedict
	Organ and Tissue Donor
	2/19/08
	21
	M
	Lowell, MI
	Gift of Life Michigan
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	Brandon L. Spight
	Organ Donor
	2/11/07
	17
	M
	Detroit, MI
	National MOTTEP

	Carmen Lee Wilber
	Organ Donor
	8/31/08
	4
	F
	Davison, MI
	Organ Recovery Systems

	Jack Dean Hook-Van Hecke
	Tissue Donor
	9/24/06
	15 Months
	M
	Monticello, MN
	LifeSource

	Kate Reinhart
	Organ, Eye and Tissue Donor
	2/5/98
	21
	F
	St. Louis, MO
	Mid-America Transplant Services

	Bronson Parsons
	Organ, Eye and Tissue Donor
	1/2/08
	25
	M
	Troy, MT
	Donate Life Today at LifeCenter Northwest

	Ryan Evans
	Organ Donor
	11/19/08
	32
	M
	Durham, NC
	Astellas Pharma US, Inc.

	Mary Kathleen Morris
	Organ, Eye and Tissue Donor
	5/24/09
	56
	F
	Wake Forest, NC
	Dignity Memorial

	Thomas Tiffany 
Varney V
	Organ, Eye and Tissue Donor
	1/2/06
	21
	M
	Arnold, NE
	Nebraska Organ Recovery System

	Manuel A. Sandoval
	Organ, Eye and Tissue Donor
	11/25/08
	46
	M
	Stanley, NM
	New Mexico Donor Services

	Paul Anthony Lopez
	Organ Donor
	8/1/98
	17
	M
	Ronkonkoma, NY
	New York Organ Donor Network

	Lena Laquaia-Leither Moultrie
	Organ Donor
	1/26/09
	11
	F
	Kingston, NY
	Center for Donation & Transplant

	Kenneth W. Sapp
	Organ Donor
	1/25/04
	17
	M
	Auburn, NY
	Finger Lakes Donor Recovery Network

	Mike Craig
	Tissue Donor
	6/22/03
	51
	M
	Johnstown, OH
	American Association of Tissue Banks (AATB)

	Isaiah Jerome Jones
	Organ Donor
	8/9/09
	6 1/2 months
	M
	Centerville, OH
	Life Connection of Ohio

	Eric J. Knotts
	Organ Donor
	5/2/00
	23
	M
	Lima, OH
	Lifeline of Ohio

	Bradley S. Jordan, Jr.
	Organ, Eye and Tissue Donor
	9/23/03
	28
	M
	Portland, OR
	Mendez National Institute of Transplantation

	Ronald Snipes
	Organ Donor
	6/5/09
	57
	M
	Green Sea, SC
	Sallop Insurance Agency

	Jim Kennedy
	Organ and Tissue Donor
	11/22/03
	43
	M
	Unicoi, TN
	Donate Life Float Committee

	Kiethen L. Taylor
	Organ, Eye and Tissue Donor
	9/16/08
	7
	M
	Memphis, TN
	Mid-South Transplant Foundation, Inc.

	Jaslynn Faith Hernandez
	Eye Donor
	1/7/05
	5
	F
	San Antonio, TX
	San Antonio Eye Bank

	Dr. Victor Miranda
	Organ and Tissue Donor
	12/11/08
	52
	M
	Houston, TX
	Dignity Memorial

	Spencer Patton Squire
	Organ Donor
	8/10/07
	6
	M
	Allen, TX
	Spencer Squire All-Star Foundation

	Caroline Elizabeth Ball Bryant
	Organ and Tissue Donor
	8/1/97
	21
	F
	Tarvin Chester, England
	Intermountain Donor Services

	Timothy P. Susco
	Organ and Tissue Donor
	8/15/07
	25
	M
	Reston, VA
	OneLegacy
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	M.G. Miller
	Organ Donor
	3/28/03
	14
	M
	Lake Tapps, WA
	Donate Life Today at LifeCenter Northwest

	Annie Sarah Fleming
	Organ and Tissue Donor
	8/20/03
	21
	F
	Pardeeville, WI
	University of Wisconsin OPO

	Shantel Miller
	Organ, Eye and Tissue Donor
	4/27/08
	16
	F
	Casper, WY
	Donor Alliance, Inc.
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