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DONATE LIFE’S ROSE PARADE® FLOAT TO 
FEATURE TRIBUTES TO 60 ORGAN, EYE AND TISSUE DONORS 

Memorial Portraits to be Completed by Family Members from 26 States and the Caribbean
LOS ANGELES, Calif. – Nov. 1, 2010 – From a three-month-old baby in New York to a 72-year-old man in California, 60 honorees who in their deaths gave life to others through organ, eye, and tissue donation will be remembered with memorial “floragraph” portraits on the Donate Life float in the 2011 Rose Parade®.
Nineteen donors did not live beyond their teens, and another 20 died before age 30. Yet all had an enduring impact on those whose need for live-saving and healing organ and tissue donations depended on the generosity of others. Their portraits will adorn colorful kites on Donate Life’s float – themed Seize the Day! – as a tribute to their legacies and the hopes they bring to those in need of transplants.
Donate Life’s 60 floragraph honorees and 30 riders, including three honorary walkers, honor all donors and the everyday dreams they make possible through the gift of life. In addition, thousands of organ, eye and tissue donors nationwide will be remembered with roses dedicated by loved ones; each rose bears a vial with a personal message of love, hope and remembrance.

“We will celebrate the lives of each donor during both the creation of the donor’s floragraph and on New Year’s Day when the portraits shine their light on tens of millions of Rose Parade spectators and television viewers,” said Bryan Stewart, chairman of the Donate Life float committee and vice president of communications at OneLegacy, the nonprofit organ and tissue recovery organization serving the greater Los Angeles area.
The floragraphs will be decorated before Christmas in Pasadena, with about a third of the portraits completed by the family members themselves. For those families who are saving their trip to attend the Rose Parade, local Donate Life Ambassador volunteers will have the honor of decorating on the families’ behalf.
Dozens of these portraits will be partially decorated in Pasadena so they can be completed by the family members at local decorating events in their hometowns. These events are typically held at locations significant to the honoree’s life: schools, houses of worship, hospitals where the donation occurred, and the like. “These local events make it possible for families across the U.S. to participate in bringing these deeply meaningful portraits to life,” Stewart added. “We are grateful to the many sponsors who support the families by organizing the local decorating events and sending them to the Rose Parade to honor their loved ones.”
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Some of the floragraphs will float above riders who are connected to them in meaningful ways. Nineteen-year-old Jim McCall of Tucson, Ariz., never recovered after his motorcycle was involved in a car accident. His liver, kidney, heart valves, corneas and other tissues went on to restore and heal others. This year, Jim’s sister, Meredith, received the life-saving gift of a pancreas and kidney after being insulin-dependent most of her life. She will ride proudly with her brother’s portrait above her.

Jermiah Dosser of Osage, Iowa, was only 24 when he was killed by a truck speeding through a red light. Following his donation of tissue and corneas, his mother Jody Dosser was inspired to champion a law that increases penalties for red-light violations. Jody will ride the Donate Life float underneath her beloved son’s portrait on New Year’s Day.

When Mia Adriano passed away at age 42, one of her tendons went to her twin sister, Irene Atencio of Pasadena, Calif., to help repair a torn knee ligament. “I am forever grateful for this wonderful gift. A part of Mia will always be in me, growing into my own bone,” said Irene, who will ride on this year’s Donate Life float with the portrait of her twin, Mia.
Eighteen-year-old Shannon Eckert of Mechanicsburg, Penn., never dreamed that her heart would one day save young Jessica Melore of New York, N.Y., who will also ride the float with her donor’s portrait. “It’s an honor for me to ride in Shannon’s memory,” Jessica declared. “She was only a year older than me when she passed, and I often think about how we were in the same stage of life when our lives became connected. I try to take the best possible care of my heart because I feel like I’m living for both of us.”
Several floragraphs depict those who died in service. Among these is Ben Kopp of Rosemount, Minn., who was deployed twice to Iraq before going to Afghanistan in May 2009. During a firefight with the Taliban, he saved six of his fellow Rangers with the 3/75th Battalion before being shot in the leg. He never recovered from the blood loss and passed away at age 21. Ben’s decision to be an organ donor was influenced by the death of his uncle, J.T. Burud of St. Louis Park, Minn., who died six years before Ben was born. J.T. was an organ donor, and his life story was shared with Ben from a young age. Floral portraits of both J.T. and his nephew will be fixtures on the Donate Life float.
On June 29, 2010, Tampa, Fla. police officers David Curtis and Jeff Kocab were shot and killed while attempting to make an arrest during a routine traffic stop. Both will be honored with portraits positioned side-by-side as they were as partners. Another police officer, Michael Briggs, served the people of Manchester, N.H. On Oct. 16, 2006, 35-year-old Mike was shot in the line of duty while responding to a domestic violence call. In keeping with his devotion to service and the community, Michael’s family chose to honor his legacy by donating his organs and allowing him to continue to make a difference in people’s lives.

The stories of children who died and left a legacy at such a young age draw some of the deepest emotions. Among these is five-year-old Katya Todesco of Simi Valley, Calif., whose sudden death stands in stark contrast to her sunny disposition. Jacob Campbell of Horseheads, N.Y., was only 12 weeks old when he passed away in his crib; his gifts of organs and corneas leant meaning to his own brief life. Joseph Quiambao of Albuquerque, N.M., was only a few weeks older than Jacob when he succumbed, but his family also made the life-affirming decision to donate his organs so that other children could live.
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One story of strength and compassion that stands out among the rest is that of Cora Brittany Hill of Orlando, Fla., who had suffered from cystic fibrosis all of her life. She received a lung transplant that within two years could not be sustained. After 24 hospitalizations, she became too weak to receive another transplant. In pain and dependent on a ventilator to breathe, Cora insisted that life-sustaining treatment be withdrawn Christmas Eve so that the donation of her kidneys could be a Christmas gift to others. Brittany died on December 24, 2009, at age 22.
More than 28,000 lives are saved each year in the U.S. through the gift of organ donation, giving hope to the more than 108,000 people awaiting a life-saving organ transplant. In addition, every year hundreds of thousands of people need donated corneas and tissue to prevent or cure blindness, heal burns or save limbs.

The 2011 Donate Life float will also feature 30 riders and walkers, some of whom are mentioned above, who have their own important stories to tell. In addition, donors and those connected to donation will be honored in a garden of thousands of roses dedicated through the Donate Life Family Circle program, presented by the Dignity Memorial® network. The public is invited to participate by going to the Donate Life float website at www.donatelifefloat.org.
Coordinated by Donate Life America member OneLegacy, the Donate Life float is supported by nearly 60 official partners from across the nation, including organ and tissue recovery organizations, tissue banks, state donor registries, transplant centers and affiliated organizations. Joining OneLegacy as top-level benefactors are Astellas Pharma US, Inc., a sixth-year sponsor of five float riders through the “Ride of a Lifetime” contest and supporter of 1,000 volunteer decorators; the American Association of Tissue Banks (AATB); the Ann & George Lopez Foundation; the Dignity Memorial® network, North America’s largest network of funeral, cremation and cemetery service providers and sponsor of four floragraphs; Donate Life America; and UNOS and the National Donor Memorial. All float partners encourage parade viewers to save lives by registering in their states to be organ, eye and tissue donors and donating blood in their communities.

The Pasadena Tournament of Roses is a volunteer organization that annually hosts the Rose Parade® presented by Honda, Rose Bowl Game® and various associated events. The 122nd Rose Parade presented by Honda, themed Building Dreams, Friendships & Memories, will take place Saturday, Jan. 1, 2011, at 8 a.m. (PST) featuring majestic floral floats, high-stepping equestrian units and spirited marching bands. Following the parade, the 97th Rose Bowl Game will kick off at 2:10 p.m. and feature an exciting match-up between two of the top collegiate football teams in the nation. For additional information on the Tournament of Roses please visit the official website at www.tournamentofroses.com.

For more information about the Donate Life Rose Parade Float, visit the official float website at www.donatelifefloat.org.
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(Editor’s Note: List of floragraph honorees is attached.)
Donate Life Rose Parade® Float

2011 Floragraph Honorees – Alphabetical by State

	Name
	Donation
	Date
	Age
	Sex
	Hometown
	Honored by

	Jim McCall
	Organs, Tissue and Eyes
	1/22/98
	19
	M
	Tucson, AZ
	Donor Network of Arizona

	Mia Adriano
	Tissue
	1/25/10
	42
	F
	Pasadena, CA
	Musculoskeletal Transplant Foundation (MTF)

	Marco Arana
	Organs
	2/22/06
	28
	M
	Granada Hills, CA
	UCLA Health System

	Paul Campbell
	Organs and Tissue
	8/1/10
	52
	M
	Colton, CA
	Dignity Memorial Network

	Sebastian Castro
	Organs
	5/16/02
	54
	M
	Los Angeles, CA
	OneLegacy

	Steven A. Cordova
	Tissue
	9/22/07
	26
	M
	Fresno, CA
	Assn. of Organ Procurement Organizations (AOPO)

	Quincy L. Greer
	Organs
	3/4/08
	21
	M
	La Quinta, CA
	United Organ Transplant Association (UOTA)

	Devron L. Lewis
	Organs
	3/29/03
	28
	M
	Inglewood, CA
	OneLegacy

	Vu Huy Nguyen
	Organs and Tissue
	5/17/09
	34
	M
	Garden Grove, CA
	OneLegacy

	Felipe Perez
	Organs, Tissue and Eyes
	4/4/07
	72
	M
	Teocaltiche, Mex. and Los Angeles, CA
	Donate Life California

	Leon T. Roach III
	Organs and Eyes
	9/5/09
	19
	M
	Huntington Beach, CA
	Lifesharing

	David Rodriguez, Jr.
	Organs, Tissue and Eyes
	9/27/02
	21
	M
	Bell Gardens, CA
	OneLegacy

	Amanda Katherine Seraphin
	Organs
	4/25/03
	25
	F
	West Los Angeles, CA
	OneLegacy

	Andrew Paul Spencer
	Tissue
	10/4/04
	17
	M
	Upland, CA
	OneLegacy

	Katya Teresa Todesco
	Organs, Tissue and Eyes
	9/26/08
	5
	F
	Simi Valley, CA
	Heart to Heart Foundation

	Thomas Vanderhorst
	Organs, Tissue and Eyes
	10/5/04
	47
	M
	Tehachapi, CA
	JJ's Legacy Committee

	Keith Walton
	Organs, Tissue and Eyes
	9/16/09
	47
	M
	Los Angeles, CA
	Donate Life Run/Walk Committee

	Randall Eugene Woolen
	Organs
	4/27/92
	30
	M
	Sacramento, CA
	Golden State Donor Services

	Millicent (Millie) Sue Zittritsch
	Organs
	2/25/98
	33
	F
	Santa Fe Springs, CA
	TRIO Ventura County/West Valley Chapter

	Estephan Chavez
	Organs, Tissue and Eyes
	Sept. 2006
	10
	M
	Denver,CO
	EWI Los Angeles

	Jared Lamirato
	Organs, Tissue and Eyes
	12/30/09
	20
	M
	Berthoud, CO
	Dignity Memorial Network

	David Curtis
	Organs
	6/30/10
	31
	M
	Tampa, FL
	CryoLife, Inc.

	Cora Brittany Hill
	Organs
	12/24/09
	22
	F
	Orlando, FL
	Joseph H. Helfgot Foundation

	Jeffrey A. Kocab
	Tissue
	6/29/10
	31
	M
	Kissimmee, FL
	CryoLife, Inc.

	Haley Jeannette Moore
	Organs
	8/5/07
	17
	F
	Jacksonville, FL
	Dignity Memorial Network


- MORE -

Donate Life Rose Parade® Float

2011 Floragraph Honorees – Alphabetical by State (cont’d)

	Name
	Donation
	Date
	Age
	Sex
	Hometown
	Honored by

	Jermiah Dosser
	Tissue and Eyes
	3/22/07
	24
	M
	Osage, IA
	American Association of 
Tissue Banks (AATB) and 
Iowa Donor Network

	Brian Larkin Gleason
	Organs, Tissue and Eyes
	1/11/08
	25
	M
	Dubuque, IA
	Iowa Donor Network

	Scott Patrick Phillips
	Organs and Tissue
	11/24/01
	29
	M
	Newton, KS
	Midwest Transplant Network

	Melissa “Missy” Dawn Fields
	Tissue and Eyes
	5/9/04
	22
	F
	Nicholasville, KY
	Kentucky Organ Donor Affiliates

	Antonio Bennett
	Organs
	6/4/08
	20
	M
	Gonzalez, LA
	Louisiana Organ Procurement Agency

	Jake Burke
	Organs and Tissue
	10/11/02
	19
	M
	Baltimore, MD
	Living Legacy Foundation of Maryland

	Joshua D. Tolan
	Organs
	6/11/09
	20
	M
	Ortonville, MI
	Gift of Life Michigan

	J.T. Burud
	Organs
	7/26/82
	11
	M
	St. Louis Park, MN
	Donate Life Float Committee/LifeSource

	Ben Kopp
	Organs and Tissue
	7/20/09
	21
	M
	Rosemount, MN
	Donate Life Float Committee/LifeSource

	Patrick Preston
	Organs and Eyes
	8/11/87
	29
	M
	Duluth, MN
	LifeSource

	Christopher Blake White
	Organs, Tissue and Eyes
	1/4/08
	20
	M
	Springfield, MO
	Mid-America Transplant Services

	Matthew Lausch
	Organs and Eyes
	5/8/09
	20
	M
	Alberton, MT
	SightLife

	Mike Briggs
	Organs
	10/17/06
	35
	M
	Concord, NH
	LifeCell Corp.

	Michael Carnevale
	Organs
	10/31/99
	27
	M
	Allendale, NJ
	New York Organ Donor Network

	Ines Jahira Perez
	Organs and Tissue
	8/3/09
	17
	F
	Newark, NJ
	LifeCell Corp.

	Joseph Quiambao
	Organs
	3/5/98
	4 mo
	M
	Albuquerque, NM
	New Mexico Donor Services

	Lindsey Baron
	Organs
	7/2/96
	16
	F
	Delmar, NY
	Center for Donation & Transplant

	Jacob Rian Campbell
	Organs and Eyes
	8/16/07
	12 wk
	M
	Horseheads, NY
	Finger Lakes Donor Recovery Network

	Donald Everett Blair
	Organs and Tissue
	5/28/05
	24
	M
	Beavercreek, OH
	Sallop Insurance Agency

	Kirk Walker
	Organs, Tissue and Eyes
	9/25/87
	17
	M
	Columbus, OH
	Lifeline of Ohio

	Nicholas “Nick” Van Stavern
	Tissue
	6/1/10
	13
	M
	Edmond, OK
	Donate Life America

	Serina Dee Scheler
	Organs, Tissue and Eyes
	6/30/97
	12
	F
	Roseburg, OR
	Donate Life Northwest

	Shannon M. Eckert
	Organs
	6/22/99
	18
	F
	Mechanicsburg, PA
	Donate Life Float Committee

	Thomas A. Poliziani
	Organs
	4/13/08
	34
	M
	Pittsburgh, PA
	Center for Organ Recovery & Education (CORE)
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2011 Floragraph Honorees – Alphabetical by State (cont’d)

	Name
	Donation
	Date
	Age
	Sex
	Hometown
	Honored by

	Zachary Sweitzer
	Organs, Tissue and Eyes
	11/30/08
	20
	M
	Glen Rock, PA
	Gift of Life Donor Program

	Darwin Javier Rivera
	Organs and Tissue
	8/4/10
	22
	M
	Greenville, SC
	Mendez National Institute of Transplantation

	Jill Daniel
	Organs, Tissue and Eyes
	8/9/09
	50
	F
	Memphis, TN
	Mid-South Transplant Foundation, Inc.

	Mandy Harrell
	Organs
	9/5/06
	18
	F
	Knoxville, TN
	Donate Life Float Committee and Tennessee Donor Services

	Chad Jones
	Organs
	6/15/09
	21
	M
	Katy, TX
	Bridge to Life, Ltd.

	Taylor Storch
	Organs and Eyes
	3/16/10
	13
	F
	Coppell, TX
	Spencer Squire All-Star Foundation

	Kimberly Adams
	Organs and Tissue
	11/6/00
	12
	F
	Manassas, VA
	Washington Regional Transplant Community

	Franky Hazelgrove
	Organs
	4/24/08
	14
	M
	Mechanicsville, VA
	Dignity Memorial Network

	Sasha Albert Clare
	Organs, Tissue and Eyes
	Aug. 2006
	26
	M
	Turks & Caicos Islands
	Life Alliance Organ Recovery Agency
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