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28 RIDERS TO INSPIRE ‘…ONE MORE DAY’ 
ABOARD THE 2012 DONATE LIFE ROSE PARADE® FLOAT 
Float Riders Include 10 Donor Family Members, 4 Living Kidney Donors, 9 Organ Recipients and 4 Tissue Recipients, Including West Coast’s First Recipient of a Hand Transplant
LOS ANGELES, Calif. – Oct. 4, 2011 – Giant floral clocks will rise above 28 individuals whose participation as riders aboard Donate Life’s ninth Rose Parade float will bring special meaning to “…One More Day” and embody the nation’s most visible campaign to inspire people to save and heal lives as registered organ, eye, and tissue donors.
The 28 riders, who range in age from 17 to 67, represent the spectrum of donors and recipients, including Emily Fennell of Yuba City, Calif., the West Coast’s first recipient of a hand transplant. She is joined by Roxanna Green of Tucson, Ariz., mother of nine-year-old Christina-Taylor Green, who was born on 9/11 and whose cornea donation reflected her spirit of community service. The sports world is represented by Alex Rodriguez of Cicero, Ill., brother of boxer Francisco “Paco” Rodriguez, who died from injuries in a title bout yet saved five lives through organ donation.
“Our riders were carefully selected by sponsors to represent the millions of people who participate in and benefit from organ, eye, and tissue donation and transplantation,” said Bryan Stewart, chairman of the Donate Life float committee and vice president of communications at OneLegacy, the nonprofit organ and tissue organization serving the greater Los Angeles area. “Each rider has a personal story of courage in the face of hardship, which together with the float’s design encourages us all to feel the preciousness of time. Donor family members wish for “…One More Day” with their departed loved ones. Organ and tissue recipients are deeply thankful for the many days, memories and improved quality of life made possible through their donors’ gifts. And living donors have the satisfaction of seeing the value of their gifts reflected in the individuals whose lives they saved. We hope their presence on our float will inspire many of the 40 million television viewers to sign up on their state’s donor registry to become donors themselves.”
With a design inspired by floral clocks and clock towers from around the world, the 2012 Donate Life Rose Parade float features six enormous floral timepieces which will be adorned with 72 memorial “floragraphs” (floral portraits) of deceased donors whose gifts gave life and time to so many. A rose dedication garden honors more than 3,000 people worldwide; each vialed rose will bear a personal message of love and remembrance, while the garden’s clock hands will turn backwards in a nod to the thousands of memorial dedications. Anchoring the float is a 33-foot clock tower with a rotating sun/moon dial reminding us to make each passing day count.
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About one-third of the riders this year are donor family members. Among the donor mothers is Valerie Fourtunia of Beaumont, Tex., whose younger son Mikey became a tissue donor at age 22, twelve years after his older brother died. A donor father, Arnold Perez of Los Angeles, became a community volunteer after his six-year-old son Hernán passed away in a sledding accident. Hernán’s organ donations saved four lives and “inspired us to continue his mission,” Arnold emphasized. Janice Langbehn of Olympia, Wash. and her four adopted children with partner Lisa Marie Pond were devastated when Lisa succumbed to a cerebral aneurysm in 2007. In addition to saving lives through organ donation, their legacy includes a directive from President Obama that hospitals allow gay and lesbian family members access to their hospitalized partners.
Several living donors will ride the float to remind viewers that people, while living, can also save lives, even those of strangers. Orthopedic surgeon Jim Haemmerle, MD of Savage, Minn., who donated his left kidney to someone he had never met, recalled, “It just felt like the right thing to do for a fellow human being.” Similarly, Max M. Zapata of Clovis, Calif., donated a kidney to a stranger, starting a chain of donations that saved the lives of 10 people. For Johnny Orta of Riverside, Calif., his kidney donation was personal: to his identical twin brother Jake at age 16 – one of the rare instances of living donation by a minor.
Among the organ and tissue recipients riding the float, Kara Thio of Cary, N.C., is a healthy and grateful 19-year-old student thanks to a liver transplant she received at the age of eight months. Ashley Anne Quinter of Spring City, Pa. can breathe today because of the lungs she received from boxer Francisco “Paco” Rodriguez. Now 24, Ashley affirms that “because of my hero, Paco, I have a bright future.” Two heart recipients, Anthony Robinson of San Francisco and Patricia Navarino-Winters of Tempe, Ariz., have been able to return to work saving others through their careers as a firefighter and labor and delivery nurse, respectively. And Joey Ianiero of Bloomsburg, Pa. will ride alongside Brandon Witt of Sherman, Tex., whom he met through Facebook after Brandon’s stepfather Thomas Pettit donated tissue that enabled Joey to return to playing college baseball four months after a devastating knee injury.
Organ and tissue donations save and heal hundreds of thousands of lives each year in the U.S. alone. Today, more than 110,000 candidates are on the national organ transplant waiting list. While donation rates nationwide are at all-time historic highs, due to the rarity of circumstances where organ donation is possible, only about 28,000 organs are transplanted each year. As a result, 18 patients die each day for lack of a donor, making every single donation opportunity precious. A single donor can save the lives of eight people through organ donation, while a single tissue donor can save and heal 50 others through needed heart valves, corneas, skin, bone, and tendons that prevent or cure blindness, heal burns and save limbs.

The 2012 Donate Life float is built by Phoenix Decorating Co. from a design by Dave Pittman and is coordinated by Donate Life America member OneLegacy. The Donate Life float campaign is supported by more than 100 official sponsors from coast to coast, including organ and tissue recovery organizations, tissue banks, state donor registries, transplant centers, hospitals, funeral homes and affiliated organizations. Joining OneLegacy as top-level benefactors are the Dignity Memorial® network, North America’s largest network of funeral, cremation and cemetery service providers; the American Association of Tissue Banks (AATB); Donate Life America; the eWomenNetwork Foundation; and the United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS) and National Donor Memorial. All Donate Life float sponsors encourage parade viewers to save lives by registering in their states to be organ, eye and tissue donors and donating blood in their communities.
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For more information about the Donate Life Rose Parade Float, visit the official float website at www.donatelifefloat.org.

The Pasadena Tournament of Roses is a volunteer organization that annually hosts the Rose Parade® presented by Honda, Rose Bowl Game® presented by VIZIO and various associated events. The 123rd Rose Parade presented by Honda and themed Just Imagine…, will take place Monday, Jan. 2, 2012, at 8 a.m. (PST) featuring majestic floral floats, high-stepping equestrian units and spirited marching bands. Following the parade, the 98th Rose Bowl Game presented by VIZIO will kick off at 2:10 p.m. and feature an exciting match-up between two of the top collegiate football teams in the nation. For additional information on the Tournament of Roses please visit the official website at www.tournamentofroses.com.

# # #

(Editor’s Note: Capsules of riders follow.)

Donate Life Rose Parade® Float

2012 Float Riders

	Name
	Relationship to Donation
	Age
	Hometown
	Occupation
	Sponsored by

	Gaena Cho
	Living Kidney Donor
	38
	Fullerton, CA
	Homemaker
	Cedars-Sinai Comprehensive Transplant Center

	Her story:
	Cherity Cho was born March 24, 2008; Gaena and Arnold Song-Cho expected a healthy baby. However, an ultrasound indicated that Cherity’s kidneys did not function. After a year and a half surviving on peritoneal dialysis, Cherity received a transplant, but afterwards developed an infection and the kidney was removed. After another year of dialysis, Cherity was ready for her second transplant, and in November 2010, Gaena successfully donated a kidney to her daughter. “I am so very thankful for Cherity’s first kidney donor, whose great gift of love helped Cherity survive,” said Gaena.

	Susan R. Cossabone
	Bone & Stem Cell Recipient
	53
	Egg Harbor City, NJ
	Equine Educator
	AlloSource

	Her story:
	Susan Cossabone always had a gift with horses and a passion for riding. This all changed in 2009, when a car struck her vehicle head on. Susan's badly injured leg was saved with titanium rods. "I hoped I would walk again," she said, but was told her riding days were over. Later, the metal rods broke and the doctors discussed amputation, but Susan refused to accept it. In April 2010, her doctor applied AlloStem® Bone Growth Substitute to try to jumpstart her body's reproduction of bone in the injured leg. By December, bone began to grow. By January 2011, Susan's leg no longer risked amputation, and in the spring, Susan realized her initial goal: walking again. She looks forward to returning to her passion of horseback riding.

	Mary Ellen Decker
	Donor Mother
	55
	Windsor, NY
	Elementary School Teaching Assistant
	Center for Donation & Transplant

	Her story:
	Mary Ellen Decker's experience with donation began with a heartbreaking start. Her son Seth was 21 years old when on a beautiful September afternoon in 2005, he tragically took his own life. Seth's life ended much too soon but he generously gave the greatest gift of life to six people, including a lovely three year old girl who loves to dance. "We miss our son deeply, however, we know now the importance of donation and the positive impact it can have," said Mary Ellen. "The recipients are truly grateful for their gift of life."

	Juan Espino
	Donor Husband
	48
	Fort Worth, TX
	Fleet Service, American Airlines
	Cytonet, LLC

	His story:
	Juan Espino knows all too well that life can change in an instant. In February 2010, Espino and his wife, Stella, were preparing to celebrate 25 years of marriage when she suddenly suffered a brain hemorrhage. She died just three days later. In life, Stella was known for her love of helping others, and the same was true following her death. Stella’s dying wish was that her organs be donated. Stella’s donation, which included her heart, lungs, liver, kidneys, bones, tissue and corneas, saved eight lives and helped 85 others. Espino is now a “Vital Volunteer” with LifeGift, and says that he volunteers because “it’s all about saving a life.”

	Emily Fennell
	Hand Recipient
	26
	Yuba City, CA
	Office Assistant
	Lifesharing

	Her story:
	Emily Fennell lost her right hand after it was crushed in a roll-over car accident in June 2006. After the amputation, occupational therapists helped her learn how to use her left hand for all tasks. She tried a prosthetic hand and a traditional "hook" prosthesis, but stopped using them because they did not provide the functionality she desired. She always missed doing the "little things" that get taken for granted, so she researched hand transplantation. Fennell's transplant was made possible by the generosity of the family of a deceased donor. "I cannot thank my donor enough for this amazing gift," Fennell said. "It's helping me feel whole again, and I intend to use it to the fullest."

	Valerie Fourtunia
	Donor Mother
	49
	Beaumont, TX
	Payroll Administrator
	RTI Donor Services

	Her story:
	“Mikey was born ready to embrace life,” said his mother Valerie Fourtunia. “He was such an adventurer, full of love, always ready for the next thrill.” Mike’s favorite thing was riding a motorcycle. He was 22 years old when he was involved in a fatal car accident. Being a donor was something Valerie and Mike had talked about and something they wanted to do, especially since Mike was a tissue recipient. Valerie said Mike was very adventurous and had no fear, but at the same time was a very deep thinker who was full of love and kindness. That’s why it was fitting that Mike became a donor after his accident.
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	Claudia Gerlach
	Donor Mother
	56
	Williamsville, NY
	Social Worker, Healthcare
	Upstate New York Transplant Services, Inc. (UNYTS)

	Her story:
	Ali Gerlach was born determined to live life to the fullest. She had a deep respect for all life. It was no surprise when Ali brought up the subject of organ donation at a young age. She told her mother that she would want to be an organ donor if anything ever happened to her. On January 26, 2003, Ali was taken to the hospital with right-sided weakness. Doctors diagnosed Ali as having Moyamoya disease. Ali went into a coma two days later and the doctors approached the Gerlachs about organ donation.  “Knowing Ali’s wishes, we were able to make the right decision,” said Claudia. Ali’s donation saved five lives. In life and death, Ali continues to make a difference in people’s lives.

	Roxanna Green
	Donor Mother
	46
	Tucson, AZ
	CEO, CTG Memorial Foundation
	Donor Network of Arizona

	Her story:
	Born September 11, 2001, Christina-Taylor Green developed a sense of caring and hope for others as she grew up. The Greens discussed organ donation when Christina-Taylor's grandmother passed away. They decided as a family they would all be organ donors. "We're grateful we did. When Christina-Taylor passed away, we were grief stricken," recounted Roxanna. The Greens agreed to donate whatever they could. This was a difficult decision even after discussing organ donation before Christina's passing. "We will never forget the uplifting of our spirits when we received the news that Christina's corneas saved the eyesight of two people," said Roxanna. Christina would be proud of the legacy she has left behind. Roxanna is proud to ride on the Donate Life float to honor her daughter and to encourage cornea, organ and tissue donation.

	Jim Haemmerle, MD
	Living Kidney Donor
	64
	Savage, MN
	Orthopedic Surgeon
	Mayo Clinic Transplant Center

	His story:
	In February of 2010, Jim Haemmerle donated his left kidney to someone he had never met. Like many people, Jim had regularly checked the organ donor option when renewing his driver’s license, but being an orthopedic surgeon, he knew that this was not a guarantee that his organs could be used after his death. For a few years, Jim thought about being a living kidney donor. “It just felt like the right thing to do for a fellow human being.” After the surgery, Jim felt that he gained much more from the experience than he had given.  “I’m aware every day that life is a precious gift.”

	Linda Henning
	Donor Mother
	58
	Crossville, IL
	Marketing Consultant/Farmer
	Donor Alliance, Inc.

	Her story:
	Cadet Marc Henning was a senior at the U.S. Air Force Academy, served as head manager of the Falcon football team and was active in Engineers Without Borders. He was developing into a genuinely liked and respected leader. As Linda and Van Henning, Marc's parents, and his brothers surrounded Marc's bed the night before he died, they were unaware of the impact he would have on others just hours later. Marc's organ and tissue donation helped save four lives, and heal countless others, including his own mother. Linda became the recipient of Marc's bone as a graft for a tooth implant. "Marc again became a part of me," said Linda.

	Joey Ianiero
	Tissue Recipient
	23
	Bloomsburg, PA
	Student
	Musculoskeletal Transplant Foundation

	His story:
	Second baseman Joey Ianiero hoped to make it to the Major Leagues. During a game, Joey was turning a double play when the runner crashed into his left knee, tearing his ACL, MCL and meniscus. Joey returned to the playing field just four months after having his knee reconstructed with the help of a tendon from a deceased donor. Around Thanksgiving, Joey's mom wrote a letter to the donor family. Six months later, unaware his mom wrote the letter, Joey received a Facebook friend request from Brandon Witt. "He wanted me to know that I had received his deceased father's tendon," said Joey. The gift Joey received from Brandon's father allowed him to return to the game he loves, led him to a "ride of a lifetime" by Brandon's side in the Rose Parade, and forever improved his quality of life.
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	Cora Johnson
	Donation Advocate
	67
	Cerritos, CA
	Retired Teacher
	OneLegacy

	Her story:
	Cora and Bob married in 1970; they knew nothing of the wild ride they would experience over the course of several decades. Bob had his first heart attack in 1990 and was placed on the transplant waiting list in 2000. A year later, Bob received a new heart, and Cora and Bob became active Mended Hearts and Donate Life Ambassadors volunteers to educate the community about organ donation. After eight additional years together, Bob passed away in 2009. Cora is one of the “Golden Girls,” six senior women who are among the most active Donate Life Ambassadors. Her passion for the Donate Life mission has enriched her life beyond measure. Said Cora, “It is a great feeling to be able to help others.”

	Janice Langbehn
	Donor Partner
	43
	Olympia, WA
	Retired Social Worker
	Donate Life Float Committee

	Her story:
	As life partners dedicated to serving others, Janice Langbehn and Lisa Marie Pond fostered 25 children, legally adopting four of them by 2005. In February 2007, Lisa, then 39 years old, was with Janice and three of the children in Miami for a family cruise when she suddenly collapsed. She suffered a cerebral aneurysm which went undetected for years. Due to the life partners' non-married status, Janice and her children were prohibited from seeing Lisa in her final hours, leading to a directive from President Obama that hospitals allow gay and lesbian family members access to their hospitalized partners. Fortunately, Lisa had made it clear that her organs could be used to help others. "As a donor family member, I am proud to be just a small piece of Lisa's legacy," Janice affirmed.

	Lynn Livingston
	Liver Recipient
	47
	Plainfield, IN
	Mom, former Special Needs Aid
	Indiana Organ Procurement Organization (IOPO)

	Her story:
	In September 2000, while attending her hometown’s annual parade, Lynn Wingler Livingston donated blood at the blood mobile. The following week, Lynn received a letter from the Indiana Blood Center. It stated that her liver enzymes were highly elevated and she should see her doctor immediately. Lynn was diagnosed with a rare liver disease and would eventually need a liver transplant. On May 26, 2008 she finally received her call that a donor liver was available. Lynn is now three-and-a-half years post-transplant and says, “My life has changed forever!” She is a full-time volunteer for Indiana Organ Procurement Organization and Donate Life Indiana. “It’s my mission to educate everyone I meet about the importance of donation,” says Lynn.

	Stephanie L. McMackin
	Liver Recipient
	62
	Fullerton, CA
	HR & Risk Management Consultant
	OneLegacy

	Her story:
	One day in 1970, Stephanie McMackin turned yellow and began itching. That was the first day of her 20-year battle with liver disease. In January, 1990, Stephanie's health had deteriorated to the point that she was put on the transplant waiting list. Twelve weeks later, Stephanie received a liver transplant, and for the first time, her teenage children saw her healthy. Stephanie has been doing her best to "pay it forward" by serving as a Donate Life Ambassador volunteer with OneLegacy for many years. "Every Mother's Day, I think of my donor's mother missing her child," said Stephanie. "I am taking very good care of their daughter and I thank them from the bottom of my heart for blessing me with their most unselfish gift of life."

	Nancy Michaels
	Liver Recipient
	47
	Concord, MA
	Consultant
	eWomenNetwork Foundation

	Her story:
	A single mother of three children, Nancy Michaels is a consummate survivor. While traveling for business in 2005, she became ill. Upon her return, Nancy was hospitalized for an unexpected and fast-acting case of complete liver failure. Following an emergency liver transplant, she fell into a two-month coma and lost custody of her three children. Upon recovery she fought to have them reinstated with her. “None of this stopped me,” said Nancy. “Nope, that’s when reinvention started.”
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	Patricia 
Navarino-Winters
	Heart Recipient
	41
	Tempe, AZ
	Registered Nurse
	Taylor's Gift Foundation

	Her story:
	After the birth of her second son in late 2005, Patricia Navarino-Winters was diagnosed with peripartum cardiomyopathy, a rare enlargement of the heart that occurs during pregnancy. During that time, Patricia would sleep all day and had little energy to care for her two sons. She endured end-stage heart failure for five years until she received the wonderful gift of a heart from Texas teenager Taylor Storch, who died in a skiing accident in Colorado in 2010. “Taylor’s heart has been such a powerfully, strong, beautiful heart,” said Patricia. Her boys are now six and seven years old, and they are able to spend quality time with their mom. Patricia was also able to return to work, exclaiming: “Life is good!”

	Johnny Orta
	Living Kidney Donor
	17
	Riverside, CA
	Student, Cal State San Bernardino
	Loma Linda University Medical Center Transplantation Institute

	His story:
	On May 10, 2010, John Orta donated a kidney to his identical twin brother Jake Orta – a rarity given that he was only 16 years old. Jake suffered from kidney disease since birth. After Jake's first transplant failed, John wanted to donate his kidney to his brother. "As a minor I had to meet with many social workers, psychiatrists, and get cleared by an ethics panel, which granted me a rare policy exception due to the maturity they felt I embodied," recounts John. A year and four months later, Jake does not take any medications because, by being his identical twin, John was a perfect match. The brothers currently attend Cal State San Bernardino and their lives have never been better or healthier.

	Arnold Perez
	Donor Father
	46
	Los Angeles, CA
	Screenprinter
	OneLegacy

	His story:
	On Valentine’s Day 1999, Arnold Perez’s six-year-old son Hernán Aispuro died in a snow-sledding accident. With the donation of his heart, liver and kidneys, he saved four lives. “I saw how they fought to save his life, but it wasn’t meant to be,” said Arnold. “He was such a generous boy, we did not think twice about donating.” As Embajadores de Done Vida, Arnold and his wife Eva are very active in promoting organ and tissue donation in the Latino community of Los Angeles. They share a firm belief that Hernán can continue to save more lives, not just the ones he touched directly. Said Arnold, "He inspired us and we continue with his mission.”

	Ashley Anne Quinter
	Lung Recipient
	24
	Spring City, PA
	Substitute Teacher
	Gift of Life Donor Program

	Her story:
	Faced with less than a month to live, Ashley Quinter’s war with cystic fibrosis took a miraculous turn when she received a lung transplant the day after Thanksgiving in 2009. Her donor: boxing champion Paco Rodriguez, who died after a title bout. She has since met Paco’s family, who all welcomed Ashley with open arms. In fact, three of Paco’s recipients and his brother Alex came to her wedding. “Less than two years ago I was sure I was going to die,” said Ashley. “From here on out every accomplishment I make, every step and every breath that I take is because of Paco.”

	Robert Richard
	Kidney Recipient
	66
	Independence, IA
	Retired CEO, Buchanan County Health Center
	Iowa Donor Network

	His story:
	In 1967, Robert Richard was drafted into the U.S. Army Nurse Corps, and the next year flew to Vietnam. Due to advanced kidney disease, attributed to his exposure to Agent Orange while in Vietnam, Robert received an honorable discharge in 1970. In 1999, Robert’s kidneys deteriorated to the point of needing dialysis. His kidney transplant in June 2000 was the result of a life-saving gift from a special friend and co-worker. Robert’s donated kidney continues to function extremely well. Robert and his wife Kathy have been married 45 years, with four grown children and six grandchildren. “We are very blessed by this gift,” said Robert.
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	Anthony Robinson
	Heart Recipient
	53
	Benicia, CA
	Firefighter
	California Transplant Donor Network

	His story:
	As a San Francisco fireman, Anthony Robinson’s mission in life was to save others; he never thought that he would need a hero to save his own life. In February 2010, Robinson went to the hospital, and as he recalled, "It looked like I was never going to leave.” His only hope was the uncertain wait for a heart transplant. Three months later came the news that someone had said “yes” to donation and his wait would end. Now an active Donate Life Ambassador, Anthony speaks to high school students and civic groups. For a man once uncertain of his future beyond a hospital bed, he’s returned to a life in constant motion, always thankful to his donor and the donor’s family.

	Alex Rodriguez
	Donor Brother
	35
	Cicero, IL
	Industrial Electrician
	Gift of Hope Organ & Tissue Donor Network

	His story:
	On November 22, 2009, professional boxer Francisco "Paco" Rodriguez died from injuries sustained during a title bout in Philadelphia. When the opportunity to donate organs was raised at the hospital, Alex spoke up. "I think Paco would be very disappointed to let his heart stop beating after all of the hard work he went through to keep his body in shape. I think we should give someone else a chance." The family’s decision to donate gave five people that chance, and in December 2010, the Rodriguez family met all five of Paco's recipients in a meeting shared on ESPN’s "E:60" documentary series. Driven by the belief that Paco would be happy knowing he helped others, Alex is an integral part of Gift of Hope’s outreach to the Hispanic community.

	Katherine M. Taylor
	Aortic Valve Recipient
	36
	Trafalgar, IN
	Marketing
	CTS/CryoLife, Inc.

	Her story:
	On her way to graduate school, Kate Taylor stopped for a quarterly heart check-up and ended up enduring open heart surgery. Barely 22, all her valves were leaking and her heart had started to enlarge.  Thanks to a transplanted aortic valve, Kate is alive and well. Kate wed the love of her life 29 days after surgery. She has gone on to study for her master’s degree, travel, work and enjoy life.  She was able to carry a pregnancy and give birth to a beautiful, healthy daughter. “For this, and so much more, I am forever grateful to the family who chose to help another during their most terrible tragedy,” shared Kate.

	Kara Thio
	Liver Recipient
	19
	Cary, NC
	Student
	Carolina Donor Services

	Her story:
	Kara Thio was born with a condition called biliary atresia. Born without a bile duct, her liver was failing; Kara needed a liver transplant within 12 months or she wouldn’t survive. When Kara was eight months old, a donated liver was determined to be a match for her. “I’ve had a few complications over the years, but 19 years post-transplant, I am healthy,” said Kara, who feels fortunate to have met her donor family. Kara is also grateful for the opportunity to tell others about organ donation through Carolina Donor Services and show people how much organ donation can change someone’s life.

	Brandon Witt
	Donor Son
	24
	Sherman, TX
	Fastenal
	American Association of Tissue Banks (AATB)

	His story:
	Brandon Witt and his stepfather, Thomas Pettit, were cutting firewood when Thomas slipped and fatally fell. Debi, Thomas' wife, together with Brandon, made the decision for Thomas to be a tissue donor. Brandon and one of Thomas' recipients, Joey, formed a friendship on Facebook, and two years later, they met at a Donor Appreciation Ceremony. Looking ahead to riding the Donate Life float side-by-side with Joey, Brandon said, "It's hard to believe that something so amazing can come from a tragedy, but this has blessed Joey and me with the ability not only to share our lives through friendship, but also spread the word to others about becoming a donor. This opportunity has and will continue to change many lives in the future."
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	Mary Wu
	Kidney Recipient
	29
	Ossining, NY
	Healthcare administration
	UKRO (University Kidney Research Organization)

	Her story:
	Mary Wu was diagnosed with chronic kidney failure at age three. At age four, Mary received her first kidney transplant, allowing her to enjoy elementary school. At age eleven, her transplanted kidney began to fail, and months later, Mary received a second kidney. “My life was saved by the parents of a girl who donated her kidneys in their time of unimaginable grief," said Mary. "I vowed to live life to the fullest and help others as a tribute.” Mary is an active member of the organ donation community. “In every article, registry drive and event where I share my story, my donors and their families are there. I think about them every day.”

	Max M. Zapata
	Living Kidney Donor
	52
	Clovis, CA
	Department Manager, Vons
	Donate Life Run/Walk Committee

	His story:
	Inspired by a notice on the bottom of his paycheck stubs encouraging employees to save lives through organ donation, Max Zapata got tested to be an altruistic living donor. Max was able to donate a kidney to Laura Amador, a vibrant college student stricken with kidney disease. In June 2009, they underwent surgery, which developed into a chain of donations: because his incompatible sister received a transplant, Paul gave a kidney to Kirk Larson; Kirk’s wife Teresa, gave to someone else, and so on until 20 surgeries were conducted from Fresno to New York. Max’s single act of giving led to ten people receiving a new life free from dialysis.
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