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For Immediate Release
Contacts:
Bryan Stewart, (213) 229-5650 or bstewart@onelegacy.org

Rivian Bell, (213) 612-4927, (888) 477-4319 (24/7) or rbell@jdipr.com
nationwide partnership unveils 30-FOOT TALL Donate Life Float;
HOT-AIR BALLOON FESTIVAL TO SOAR IN 2008 rose parade® 
Life Takes Flight for Recipients Lifted to New Heights 
By Organ, Eye, Tissue, and Blood Donation
DALLAS, Texas, June 11, 2007 – A nationwide partnership of organizations, united to inspire all people to “Donate Life” through organ, eye, tissue and blood donation, unveiled its 2008 Rose Parade® float design today at the Donate Life America Spring 2007 Workshop in Dallas.

The 2008 Donate Life Rose Parade float, themed Life Takes Flight, will mark the fifth appearance of the donation and transplant community in the Rose Parade, which attracts more than 30 million viewers in the U.S. and is broadcast in 150 countries. The float design features a balloon festival, with four colorful hot air balloons rising up to 30 feet high above 24 riders whose lives have been saved and renewed by organ, eye, tissue and blood donors. In this festival of life, the balloons are adorned with more than 30 floragraphs – artistic portraits created with floral materials – of organ, eye and tissue donors from across the country. Each balloon will carry aloft hundreds of roses dedicated by individuals, families and organizations that wish to be part of the Donate Life float through its Family Circle Rose Dedication Program.

Adding a new dimension to Donate Life’s parade participation will be the presence of walkers accompanying the float on foot. Eight donor family members will hold tether lines connected to floragraphs of their loved ones. The riders and walkers will come from communities throughout the nation.
The Donate Life float adds an emotional dimension to the 2008 Rose Parade theme, Passport to the World’s Celebrations. “One of the most beautiful of the world's celebrations is the balloon festival, and ours is truly a festival of life,” said Bryan Stewart, chairman of the Donate Life float organizing committee and director of communications for OneLegacy. “Organ, eye, tissue and blood donation is a passport to renewed life for people in need. When generous donor families look beyond the loss of their loved one to give life to another, or living donors give part of themselves to help others in need, you can truly say that Life Takes Flight.”

Hundreds of individuals, families and organizations touched by donation and transplantation will join the riders and walkers as float participants through the Family Circle program. Dedicated roses will be placed in the baskets of the hot air balloons, with each rose carrying a
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personal message of love and gratitude to a donor, recipient or candidate in need of a transplant. “The Family Circle was inspired by my desire to give families across the country an opportunity to honor their loved ones and to participate in the celebration that is the Donate Life float experience,” said Laurie Wolowic, donor sister and founder of the Family Circle program.

More than 96,000 Americans currently await life-saving organ transplants, with 17 people dying each day due to the shortage of donated organs. Every year hundreds of thousands of people need donated eyes and tissue to prevent or cure blindness, heal burns or save limbs, and one out of three people will need donated blood in their lifetime.
“The Rose Parade offers a unique setting to inspire people to sign up with their state organ and tissue donor registry,” said David Bosch, president of Donate Life America and director of communications for Gift of Hope Organ & Tissue Donor Network in Illinois.

Award-winning float builder Phoenix Decorating Co. will construct the float from a design by Dave Pittman. “We are proud to have designed a float that conveys the beauty of the gift of life,” said Bill Lofthouse, founder of Phoenix Decorating. “We're delighted to contribute to the life-affirming message of the Donate Life float, whose message and hundreds of dedicated volunteers bring tremendous passion and meaning to the parade each and every year.”
Coordinated by Donate Life America member OneLegacy, the Donate Life float is supported by dozens of official partners from across the nation, including organ and tissue recovery organizations, non-profit and for-profit contributors, transplant centers and transplant recipient organizations. Joining OneLegacy as a top-level benefactor is Astellas Pharma US, Inc., sponsor of five float riders and the volunteer decorating team for a third consecutive year, and the Family Circle program. All float partners encourage parade viewers to become registered organ, eye and tissue donors in their states and donate blood in their communities.
The 119th Rose Parade themed Passport to the World’s Celebrations will take place Tuesday, Jan. 1, 2008 at 8 a.m. (PST) featuring majestic floral floats, high-stepping equestrian units and spirited marching bands from throughout the world. Following the Rose Parade, at 2 p.m. (PST), the 94th Rose Bowl Game will feature an exciting match-up between two championship teams, once again showcasing the best of collegiate football.
For more information about the Donate Life Rose Parade Float, visit the official float website at www.donatelifefloat.org.

# # #

(Editor’s Note: The float rendering and list of official partners as of June 2007 are attached.)
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“Life Takes Flight”

One of the most beautiful of the world's celebrations is the balloon festival, and in this festival of life, “Life Takes Flight” when lives are saved by organ, eye, tissue and blood donations. Donate Life’s fifth Rose Parade float entry is a festival of life, with four colorful hot air balloons rising 30 feet high above 24 riders whose lives have been lifted to new heights by organ, tissue and blood donors. Accompanying the float on foot are eight donor family walkers connected by tether lines to floragraphs – artistic portraits created with floral materials – of their loved ones. The balloons are adorned with more than 30 floragraphs of organ and tissue donors from across the country. Each balloon carries aloft hundreds of roses dedicated by families and organizations through the Donate Life float’s Family Circle Rose Dedication Program, with each rose carrying a personal message of love and gratitude to a donor, recipient or candidate in need of a transplant. Donate Life encourages parade viewers to become registered organ, eye and tissue donors in their states and donate blood in their communities.

Donate Life Rose Parade® Float

2008 Official Partners*
Benefactors

Astellas Pharma US, Inc.**
Family Circle 
Rose Dedication Program

OneLegacy**
Patrons

AlloSource**
American Association of Tissue Banks (AATB)***
Blood Bank of San Bernardino and Riverside Counties**
California Transplant Donor Network**
Cedars-Sinai Comprehensive Transplant Center**
Center for Donation & Transplant**
Donate Life America

Donate Life California Organ & Tissue Donor Registry**
Donor Alliance, Inc.***

Donor Network of Arizona**
Gift of Hope Organ & Tissue Donor Network**
Life Alliance Organ Recovery Agency

LifeCell Corporation**
Loma Linda University Medical Ctr. Transplantation Institute**
Louisiana Organ Procurement Agency***

Musculoskeletal Transplant Foundation**
NKF Team Southern California**
Regeneration Technologies Donor Services**
St. Joseph Hospital Kidney Transplant Program**
Upstate New York Transplant Services**
Vesta Therapeutics, Inc.**

Washington Regional Transplant Consortium***
Contributing Partners

Association of Organ Procurement Organizations (AOPO)

Health Promotions Now

Iowa Donor Network

JDI Communications, Inc.

Lifeline of Ohio

LifeSource

Mid-South Transplant Foundation

Miracles for Life, Inc.

The Order of St. Lazarus

Phoenix Decorating Co.

Renal Support Network

TRIO Ventura County/West Valley Chapter
United Organ Transplant Association
Friends

NJ Sharing Network

* as of 6/11/07

** rider sponsors

*** walker sponsors
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