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RACHEL ESCUE OF MEMPHIS SELECTED AS FLORAGRAPH HONOREE ON DONATE LIFE FLOAT IN ROSE BOWL PARADE


MEMPHIS, Tennessee – December 1, 2008 – Rachel Escue will appear on the Donate Life Rose Parade float among other organ, eye and tissue donors who in their death, saved, healed and gave hope to thousands of people in need. Rachel’s parents, Jencie and Mark Escue and her sister Jamie will fly to Pasadena, California to be there to see Rachel’s image transformed into one of 38 floragraphs that will adorn the Donate Life float in the 2009 Rose Parade.

Floragraphs are artistic portraits created by using spices, seeds and other organic materials to cover a digitized photograph of the individual. The final image is realistic, recognizable and a fitting memorial to donors everywhere. “Each donor represented in a floragraph is a true ‘Star of Life’,” said Bryan Stewart, chairman of the Donate Life float committee and vice president of communications at OneLegacy, the nonprofit organ and tissue recovery agency serving the greater Los Angeles area. “All of the stories are unique yet profoundly connected, as their gifts came from a singular desire to help others. As their families arrive to create their loved ones’ images in flowers, seeds and spices, they will share a deeply meaningful experience that keeps the memory of their loved ones very much alive, and breathtakingly so.”

Rachel grew up in Memphis, Tennessee and would have graduated from Bolton High School in May 2008. She was a champion cheerleader for Bolton and loved teaching children at River City Gymnastics and her horse Liberty. According to her mom Jencie, Rachel told her she had singed her donor card and always said she wanted to be and organ donor if anything ever happened to her. It was her wish and her choice to pass on her organs to someone who needed them. It now helps us to know she is still out there. We hope to meet some of her recipients one day. In her last act, she was such a giver and we’re so proud of her. It wasn’t just a death as she saved 5 lives with her organ and countless more by donating her tissue.
More than 28,000 lives are saved each year in the U.S. through the gift of organ donation, giving hope to more than 100,000 awaiting a life-saving organ transplant. In addition, every year hundreds of thousands of people need donated corneas and tissue to prevent or cure blindness, heal burns or save limbs.

Mid-South Transplant Foundation (MSTF) is sponsoring the Escues to attend the Rose Bowl Parade. MSTF is a not-for-profit organization and a member of Donate Life America. This Organ Procurement Organization (OPO) is designated by the Federal Government to be responsible for servicing the 150-mile radius surrounding the greater Memphis area. This includes parts of eastern Arkansas, northern Mississippi and western Tennessee.

Coordinated by Donate Life America member One Legacy, the Donate Life Rose Parade float is supported by 60 official partners from across the nation, including organ and tissue recovery organizations, tissue banks, state donor registries, transplant centers and affiliated organizations. Kim Van Frank, Interim Executive Director of MSTF says: “We are proud to be a contributing partner for the fifth year. We are extremely privileged this year to have one of our local organ donor’s portraits included on the float. We appreciate Rachel’s family allowing us to honor his memory in this way.”
The 120th Rose Parade themed Hats off to Entertainment will take place Thursday, January 1, 2009, at 10:00 am featuring majestic floral floats, high-stepping equestrian units and spirited marching bands showcasing the best in entertainment.

For more information about the Donate Life Rose Parade Float, visit the official float website at www.donatelifefloat.org. 

For more information about Mid-South Transplant Foundation and how to register to become an organ and tissue donor visit www.midsouthtransplant.org .

