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**MEDIA ALERT** **MEDIA ALERT** **MEDIA ALERT**

Donor Alliance hosts Donor Family and Organ Recipient Coming Together to Decorate a Floral Portrait for the 2009 Donate Life Rose Parade Float  

	WHAT:
	Donor Alliance, the organ procurement organization serving Colorado and most of Wyoming will host an event to decorate a floral portrait of organ donor, Jill Connett that will travel to Pasadena and appear on the Donate Life Rose Parade Float, “Stars of Life” on January 1, 2009. Jill’s mother Melody Connett and the recipient of Jill’s liver Carole Pirri will gather, supported by friends and family, at the event to put the final touches on the floragraph. 

Jill’s floragraph is one of only 38 floral portraits - and the only from Colorado - that will appear on the Donate Life float to honor the lives of organ and tissue donors and the decision they made to give the gift of life by donating their organs. 
More than 28,000 lives are saved each year in the U.S. through the gift of organ donation, giving hope to the more than 100,000 people awaiting a lifesaving organ transplant. In Colorado and Wyoming, more than 1,800 people are on the waiting list.



	WHEN:
	Tuesday, December 16th  

10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.



	WHERE:
	Columbine Elementary School

2540 East 29th Avenue
Denver, CO 80205



	WHO:

	· Melody Connett, mother of Jill Connett and 2009 Rose Parade float rider.

· Carole Pirri, recipient of Jill’s liver. Carole will travel to the Rose Parade in Pasadena to support Melody from the stands.

· Members of Jill’s ‘Fighting Snappers’ team. (Jill’s ‘Fighting Snappers’ is a team of family and friends who each year participates in Donor Alliance’s signature event, the Donor Dash and other races throughout Denver.)

· Teachers and staff from Columbine Elementary School who worked with Jill, who was an English [as a second language] teacher. 


	VISUALS:
	Together, Melody and Carole will decorate the floral portrait of Jill, which will travel to Pasadena and be placed on the 2009 Donate Life Rose Parade Float - “Stars of Life.”

A memorial of Jill is located on the school grounds. The memorial consists of memorable statues and a quote from Melody.

MEDIA MEET IN THE FRONT LOBBY OF THE SCHOOL. THE ENTRANCE TO THE LOBBY IS OFF OF 29TH STREET AND LOCKED. SOMEONE WILL BE THERE TO LET YOU IN.


About Donor Alliance
Donor Alliance is the federally designated, non-profit organ procurement organization and an American Association of Tissue Banks (AATB) accredited tissue bank serving Colorado and most of Wyoming. As a recognized leader in facilitating the donation and recovery of transplantable organs and tissues, Donor Alliance’s mission is to save lives through organ and tissue donation and transplantation.

To achieve this mission, Donor Alliance employs an effective family approach and recovery programs in more than 100 hospitals. Donor Alliance also inspires the public to register as organ and tissue donors through community partnerships, public outreach and education campaigns throughout our donation service area.
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