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Good morning and welcome to our ‘Donate Life Rose Parade Float Floragraph event’ on this cold and snowy morning! I would like to thank Columbine Elementary School for allowing us to be here today, to host this very meaningful event. A very special thanks to principal Steve Wera and Patti Blazon who have enabled us to come here today. I would also like to acknowledge Donor Alliance’s President and Chief Executive Officer, Sue Dunn and Chief Operating Officer, Jennifer Prinz who are here in the audience. And lastly, for those of you from different media outlets, who braved the weather to be with us this morning to help communicate this very special message to the public – thank you.

My name is Jennifer Moe and I’m the Director of Communications for Donor Alliance, one of 58 non-profit, organ procurement organizations dedicated to saving lives through organ and tissue donation in Colorado and most of Wyoming.  On behalf of Donor Alliance, I’m honored to be here today to witness a very special event along with all of you, as donor mother Melody Connett joins together with the recipient of her daughter’s liver, Carole Pirri. Together they will place the finishing touches on a ‘Floragraph’ - an artistic portrait created with floral materials - of Jill, Melody’s daughter, who donated her liver to Carole following a fatal accident on May 24th of 2003. Jill’s floragraph will be placed among 29 others on the unique donation inspired ‘Donate Life Float.’
As most of you know, the Tournament of Roses Parade is the third most-watched entertainment event in the world and for the sixth year, on January 1st 2009, more than 30 million Television viewers, one million parade spectators and tens of millions more in 150 countries worldwide, will see the lifesaving message of donation. It is the single largest public celebration of the gifts of organ, tissue and eye donation.
The theme of this year’s parade is “Hats Off To Entertainment.”  While almost all of the majestic floats in this year’s parade will pay tribute to Hollywood, the ‘Donate Life Float’ will pay tribute to the real-life stars:  regular people just like you and me who make organ, eye, tissue and blood donation, an inspiring story of courage, compassion, hope and renewal.

On my right, is a rendering of the 2009 Donate Life float, “Stars of Life.”
[Show Stars of Life on Easel]

The Donate Life float will go where no float has gone before with a shower of stars…26 float riders that include transplant recipients, living donors, and family members of deceased donors. The riders are immersed in a spectacular shower of stars climbing more than 30 feet in the air, representing all the people who make the gift of life possible.

The white stars represent those among us who have been touched by donation…

The transparent stars represent those in need of donated organs, corneas and tissue…

And 30 gold stars frame floragraphs – artistic portraits created with floral materials – depicting loved ones who in their passing saved and healed the lives of others.
Donor Alliance is honored to sponsor Melody Connett, who will ride on the 2009 Donate Life Float beneath a floragraph of her daughter, while Carole cheers her on from the grand stands. Donor Alliance has been a proud supporter of the float since 2005. This journey has continued and now we stand at the start of our 5th year of support of the Donate Life float.
Today the number of people on the national transplant waiting list has topped 100,000.  100,000 Americans waiting for a donor like Jill. And more than 1,800 of them are right here in Colorado. Donation allows one person’s legacy to breathe new life into the lungs of patients suffering from cystic fibrosis, free children and adults from a life dependent upon a dialysis machine, and heal the hearts of people who depend on tiny electrical pulses to keep them alive.  It can also restore sight, repair cardiac defects and assist in helping burn patients heal.  It is my hope that Coloradoans will register their decision to give the gift of life by joining the Colorado Donor Registry. And  I’m proud to tell you that 64% of all Colorado drivers’ have already done just that.
Thank you to each of you for being here today, and to ‘Jill’s fighting Snappers’- a team of runners and walkers created to honor Jill, as you join with Melody and Carole as they complete this very special floragraph, that will represent Jill’s gift of life, to the millions who will be watching – and cheering, on New Year’s Day.
