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3 latinos representaran a LOS donantes de sangre, organos y tejidos en el desfile de las rosas 2007  
Desfilarán en la carroza de Done Vida junto a otras 20 personas
 que han donado en vida o son  familiares de donantes 
LOS ANGELES, California – 2 de Nov., 2006 – Veintitrés personas que han donado órganos en vida o los de sus seres queridos acudirán desde 11 estados de la nación y Canadá para desfilar en la carroza de Done Vida “Dar del Corazón”. Estas personas, que han dado el regalo máximo, el regalo de la vida, continúan mostrando su generosidad con el fin de inspirar a millones de personas de todo el mundo a seguir su ejemplo y salvar vidas con la donación de órganos, tejidos y sangre. 

El Desfile de las Rosas 2007 marca una fecha importante para la carroza de Done Vida ya que todos los participantes que desfilarán en ella son personas que han donado órganos en vida o los de un ser querido. El lema de la carroza “Dar del Corazón” ilustra la gran generosidad de los donantes de órganos, tejidos y donantes de sangre.
“Estamos honrados de presentar una carroza que honra a los donantes de una manera tan especial”, manifestó Bryan Stewart, presidente del comité organizador de la carroza Done Vida y director de comunicaciones de OneLegacy, la organización designada por el gobierno federal para recuperar órganos y tejidos en Los Angeles y condados adyacentes. “Cuando el Torneo de las Rosas anunció que el lema del Desfile del 2007 sería Our Good Nature (Nuestros Buenos Sentimientos) sabíamos que los donantes de órganos, tejidos y sangre personificarían el espíritu de generosidad al dar a otros la oportunidad de vivir. Cada regalo de vida es un regalo del corazón, como demuestran las experiencias de nuestros 23 participantes”.

Los tres latinos que participarán en el desfile son:

· Erica Rangel-Báez, de 28 años, residente de Arleta, Calif. Su hijo, Frankie Hernández, murió a los nueve años de un derrame cerebral. Tras convertirse en donante salvó la vida de cinco niños, uno de los cuales ya ha conocido a la familia de Frankie. 
· Charity Guergo-Ramos, de 37 años, de Miami, Fla. Su hijo, Alejandro Ramos, falleció en el 2005 a los cuatro años. Tras su fallecimiento donó seis órganos, entre ellos dos riñones a un joven de 20 años, y el corazón, hígado y pulmón a una niña de 6.
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· Dan Sandoval, de 40 años, residente de Notario, Calif., es donante de sangre desde hace cinco años, cuando su ahijado fue diagnosticado con leucemia. Desde entonces lo hace con regularidad. “Es una sensación increíble saber que un acto tan simple como donar una pinta de sangre puede salvar una vida”, comenta Dan. 

Los participantes en la carroza Done Vida de este año proceden de Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Maryland, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania y Ontario (Canadá).  Ocho de ellos donaron uno de sus órganos para salvar a un miembro de su familia, y catorce donaron los órganos y tejidos de un ser querido a una persona a la que nunca habían conocido y a la que tal vez nunca conoceran. 
Otros participantes son Shannon Payne, de Damascus, Ark., un “bebé milagroso” concebido a pesar de la lucha de su madre contra el lupus. Cuando los riñones de ella dejaron de funcionar, él le donó uno de los suyos. Rachel Lentz, de Gates Mills, Ohio, dejó la Universidad durante un trimestre para darle un riñón a su madre Elizabeth. Marvin Reznik, de Wheeling, Ill., quién donó los órganos de su hijo para averiguar más tarde que necesitaba un transplante de hígado. Y Donna Warren, de  Palo Alto, Calif., cuyo uno de sus hijos se convirtió en donante de tejidos mientras que otro recibía un transplante de corazón. 
“Hay decenas de personas que agradecen estar vivas porque recibieron corazones, riñones, hígados, pulmones, corneas, piel, huesos y sangre de nuestros participantes y los seres queridos a los que honrarán al desfilar”, indicó Stewart. “Esperemos que muchas de las 92,000 personas en la nación a la espera de un trasplante de órgano, y los millones de personas que necesitan donaciones de tejidos y sangre todos los años, se beneficien de la generosidad de los millones de espectadores del desfile”.

De nuevo este año, reforzando el aspecto emocional de la donación, regresa el Círculo Familiar, un programa mediante el cual un individuo, familia u organización afectadas por la donación pueden dedicar una rosa en la carroza. Las rosas dedicadas serán colocadas en el “Jardín del Círculo Familiar”, con forma de corazón y situado al frente de Dar del Corazón. Cada rosa llevará el nombre de una persona y un mensaje especial. 
Este año es la cuarta vez que la comunidad de donación y transplantes participa en el Desfile de las Rosas. La carroza de este año, Dar del Corazón, está plagada de simbolismo: ocho regalos bellamente empaquetados representan las vidas a las que puede salvar  un solo donante de órganos; los 50 ramos de rosas representan las vidas que pueden salvarse o ser mejoradas gracias a un solo donante de tejidos; y los tres rizos del lazo que envuelve los presentes reflejan las vidas que pueden ser afectadas por una sola donación de sangre. Además, las etiquetas que adornan los regalos estarán escritas en inglés, español y chino.
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Por segundo año consecutivo, en reconocimiento a la importancia de la contribución de la comunidad latina a la donación de órganos, tejidos y sangre, la carroza portará el logo bilingüe “Done Vida/Donate Life”. Este logo fue utilizado por primera vez en el Desfile de las Rosas del 2006, convirtiéndose en el primero de carácter bilingüe en el evento.

Casi 60 organizaciones de todo el país apoyan a la carroza y sus participantes. Entre los benefactores se incluyen OneLegacy, UNOS (Red Unida para Compartir Organos), National Donor Memorial y Astellas Pharma US, Inc, que por segundo año consecutivo está patrocinando cinco personas en el desfile. Otros socios de la carroza son fundaciones y servicios relacionados con la donación de órganos, tejidos y sangre, además de transplantes.

El 118 Desfile de las Rosas se celebrará el lunes, 1 de enero del 2007, a las 8:AM (horario de las costa oeste) y en el participan bandas estudiantiles de todo el mundo, carrozas florales majestuosas y unidades ecuestres.

Para más información sobre la Carroza Done Vida en el Desfile de las Rosas visite nuestra página oficial de Internet www.donatelifefloat.org.
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	Name
	Rel'ship to Donation
	Age
	Sex
	Hometown
	Occupation
	Sponsored by

	Sheri Bergstrom-Casey
	Donor daughter
	39
	F
	Lakewood, CO
	Restaurant manager
	Loma Linda University Medical Center

	Her story:
	After her mother Laralee Bergstrom was fatally injured in a January 2005 auto accident in New Mexico, Sheri Bergstrom-Casey donated her kidneys, corneas and liver. She has since met the liver recipient, U.S. Marine Chris LeBleu, and his wife Melanie. Says Sheri, "They truly feel like family to us."

	Norman Biondi
	Living kidney donor
	52
	M
	Ellicott City, MD
	Financial planner
	Astellas Pharma US, Inc.

	His story:
	Norman Biondi donated a kidney to his daughter Emily, who suffered kidney failure at the end of her sophomore year in college. Says Emily, "My father is my hero. He didn’t just transform my life; he gave it back to me."

	Robert Bonner, Jr.
	Living liver donor
	31
	M
	Philadelphia, PA
	School teacher
	Astellas Pharma US, Inc.

	His story:
	Bob Bonner donated 60% of his liver to his sister Lisa Keezer, who at the age of 28 was diagnosed with a rare liver disease, Budd Chiari Syndrome. Says Lisa, "I cannot express enough the amount of gratitude I have for my brother for making this part of my life possible."

	Fannie C. Brown
	Donor mother
	54
	F
	Buffalo, NY
	Food service
	Upstate New York Transplant Services, Inc.

	Her story:
	In June 2003, Fannie Brown's 21-year-old son Jeremy was a passenger in a car hit by a drunk driver. At first Fannie did not want to donate, but after the initial shock of her son’s death, she decided that even though he was not registered as an organ donor, she wanted to help someone else live through her son.

	Bill Dawson
	Donor father
	53
	M
	Oceanside, CA
	Self employed
	AlloSource

	His story:
	Bill Dawson's daughter Reneé died in a car crash on January 12, 2001 while driving home from high school. Reneé became a tissue donor and changed the lives of over 60 people. Bill's personal connection to transplantation is not limited to his daughter, as his sister Cecilia and sister-in-law Terri both became donors when they died, and his brother-in-law Bob is on a transplant waiting list.

	Susan Giess
	Donor mother
	58
	F
	Palmetto, GA
	Senior payroll specialist
	RTI Donor Services, Inc.

	Her story:
	Susan Giess's 22-year-old daughter Mandy's short life ended in August 2003, following a motor vehicle accident near her home in Palmetto, Ga., a community south of Atlanta. Susan is especially pleased that more than 40 recipients in 11 states benefited from her daughter’s gift.

	Charity Guergo-Ramos
	Donor mother
	37
	F
	Miami, FL
	Administrative assistant, hotel industry
	Life Alliance Organ Recovery Agency

	Her story:
	Charity Guergo-Ramos's son Alejandro Ramos, age four, donated six organs in 2005. Recalled Charity, "I kissed him and thanked him for being my greatest gift and that of others for so many years to come."

	Kelli Jantz
	Donor mother
	44
	F
	Centennial, CO
	Transplant coordinator
	Donor Alliance, Inc.

	Her story:
	Kelli Jantz, who has helped potential organ recipients as a transplant coordinator for nearly 20 years, became a donor mother after her 14-year-old son Jake collapsed during a high school football game. Her son "knew what a tremendous gift organ donation represented. He was an incredibly...kind and giving individual...which made our decision to donate his organs very natural."
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2007 Float Riders (cont’d)
	Name
	Rel'ship to Donation
	Age
	Sex
	Hometown
	Occupation
	Sponsored by

	Keith Karzin
	Living liver donor
	45
	M
	Valencia, CA
	Director of Safety & Risk Management, Saugus USD
	Cedars-Sinai Medical Center

	His story:
	Keith Karzin donated part of his liver to his mother-in-law, Sharon Dzuibala. Asked about his momentous gift, Keith says that "It goes along with the territory of being human. After all, we were put on this Earth to help others and each of us does it in a different way."

	Rachel Lentz
	Living kidney donor
	22
	F
	Gates Mills, OH
	Recruitment & retention receptionist, University Hospitals of Cleveland
	Astellas Pharma US, Inc.

	Her story:
	Rachel Lentz left college for a quarter during her sophomore year to give a kidney to her mother Elizabeth. Says Liz, "This experience has given me a sense of wonderment and appreciation and faith in mankind that seems hard to find in these days of war and terrorism. The young and innocent in our society see the good and the hope."

	Jennifer Ling
	Donor mother
	47
	F
	West Covina, CA
	Loan officer
	OneLegacy

	Her story:
	Jennifer Ling's 19-year-old daughter Jasmine became an organ donor in November 2004 after being killed a stray bullet in a drive-by shooting. Recalls Jennifer, "I remembered a conversation I had with her [when] she told me that she would definitely donate her organs. This made the decision so much easier."

	Tammy Mitchell
	Donor mother
	44
	F
	Albany, NY
	HVAC installation tech
	Center for Donation & Transplant

	Her story:
	Tammy Mitchell's son Tommy Gailor gave the gift of life to 5 people after his untimely passing in 2003. A letter from a 16-year-old transplant recipient who received one of Tommy’s organs made her realize that donation was the right decision to make.

	Kevin Monroe
	Living kidney donor
	53
	M
	Lakewood, CA
	Senior field specialist, ConocoPhillips
	OneLegacy

	His story:
	Kevin Monroe donated a kidney to his brother Elliott, giving him four more years of life and a precious gift to the close-knit Monroe family.

	Camille Nighthorse
	Donor sister
	48
	F
	Cave Creek, AZ
	Actor and speaker, FIDM
	Donor Network of Arizona

	Her story:
	Camille Nighthorse's rides the Donate Life Float in honor of her brother, organ donor Wabeyuma Walker. "My brother, from the Hualapai and Hopi Tribes of Arizona, became our hero," said Camille. "His death did have a purpose in giving life to others."

	Brenda O'Donnell
	Donor daughter
	46
	F
	Elk Grove, CA
	Manager, Department of Motor Vehicles
	Donate Life California

	Her story:
	Brenda O'Donnell was proud to donate the organs and tissues of her father Lonnie Johnson in April 2002. A longtime employee of the California Department of Motor Vehicles, Brenda guided the project enabling state residents to sign up as organ and tissue donors through the DMV. Says Brenda, "It’s a wonderful feeling knowing that a part of my father lives on in other people."

	Shannon Payne
	Living kidney donor
	24
	M
	Damascus, AR
	Assistant oil/gas driller
	Astellas Pharma US, Inc.

	His story:
	Shannon Payne, a "miracle baby" conceived despite his mother Kathy's longtime battle with lupus, came to her rescue by donating his kidney when hers failed. To Kathy, Shannon's gift "was the difference between a struggling existence, and a thriving life. His life-giving decision proved his strength and honor, which is [his] whole character."
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2007 Float Riders (cont’d)
	Name
	Rel'ship to Donation
	Age
	Sex
	Hometown
	Occupation
	Sponsored by

	Erica Rangel-Báez
	Donor mother
	28
	F
	Arleta, CA
	Loan servicing
	OneLegacy

	Her story:
	Erica Rangel-Báez's nine-year-old son Frankie Hernandez died from a brain aneurysm after watching a baseball game. He saved the lives of five children as an organ donor. "Knowing that these children have been able to be hugged, and kissed by their families for even just one more day has been something that is gratifying," says Erica. "What I wouldn’t do to have one more month, day, or even a minute with my baby boy."

	Marvin Reznik 
	Donor father
Liver recipient
	61
	M
	Wheeling, IL
	Funeral home director
	Gift of Hope Organ & Tissue Donor Network

	His story:
	After an accident that fatally injured his son Michael, Marvin Reznik and his family made the generous decision to donate his organs. Marvin soon faced another emotional trial when he needed a liver transplant.

	Dan Sandoval
	Blood donor
	40
	M
	Ontario, CA
	Concrete truck driver
	Blood Bank of San Bernardino and Riverside Counties

	His story:
	Since donating blood five years ago to a godson diagnosed with leukemia, and again a year later to a friend undergoing surgery, Dan Sandoval has donated blood on a regular basis. Says Dan, "It is an incredible feeling knowing that such a simple act as donating a pint of blood may save a life."

	Rev. Fr. 
Elly S. Tavarro
	Living kidney donor
	50
	M
	Orange, CA
	Priest/Chaplain
	St. Joseph Hospital Renal Transplant Program

	His story:
	Three months after donating a kidney to his sister Richa in 1990, Father Elly applied to be a chaplain at St. Joseph Hospital, the same place where the surgery took place. He has been a priest there ever since. His message is, “God does not want your organs in heaven. He doesn’t need your body; he only needs your soul.”

	Emile Therien
	Donor father
	63
	M
	Ottawa, ON
	Retired
	Trillium Gift of Life Network

	His story:
	Earlier this year, Emile Therien's daughter Sarah Beth ushered a new era of organ donation in Canada when she became the nation's first organ donor after cardiac death. Says Emile, "She was a generous, compassionate, beautiful human being and she’d been very clear that if she were gone, she would want someone else to live."

	Donna Warren
	Donor mother
	53
	F
	Palo Alto, CA
	Human resources
	Musculoskeletal Transplant Foundation

	Her story:
	Donna Warren's second-born son, Jesse, died in a car accident at age 27 on the day after Thanksgiving of 2004 and donated his corneas, eyes, skin, tendons, bones, arteries, veins and ligaments to many people in need. Donna's fourth son Tyler had a congenital heart defect. In 2000, at the age of 16, he received a heart transplant from a Latino family that would give him four more years of life.

	Tyson Wood
	Living kidney donor
	19
	M
	Placerville, CA
	Student
	Astellas Pharma US, Inc.

	His story:
	At age 19, Tyson Wood donated a kidney to his 17-year-old sister Lacey, who received a heart transplant as an infant. Says Lacey, "Thanks to my brother I have a normal life once again! My brother is my hero and I am so proud of him!"
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